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PRS FACE 


isle of Wight County, situated as it is, close to the 
first permanent-Engiish settlement in the New World, hes 
a2 ieng and interesting history. During the session of 
1954-1955, a committee composed mostly of fourth grace 
teachers w2s appointed to write a history of the County 
to be used on the fourth grade level, This committee is 
responsibie for the pages that follow. 

In that Virginia history is now required as 42 sub- 
ject in the 4th, 7th, 1lith and 12th grades of our public 
school system, the committee had in mind that the story 
of Isle of Wight County might parallel the State history 
as it is being taught, Therefore, it has turned in the 
materiei as compiled and we are furnishing this in mimeo- 
graph form, We realize that many errors have crept into 
cur copy. It is our hope that teachers using this copy 
will make suggestions 2s to correction; write out questions 
at the end of chapters; suggest exercises; topics fer dis- 
cussion, etc,, and that a new committee with members 
from other graces mentioned can work on a revision with 
the hope that some day we can have a printed edition with 
maps, drawings, and pictures to make the story of isle of 
Wight more attractive. 

We hope that pupils in our schools knowing more about 


the history cf our County will appreciate and love it more. 


ISLE OF WIGHT COUsTY HISTORY 


1. Discovery 
Early Settlement 
Indians of Isle of Wight County 
®, Nilisary Ulstory 
3, Men of Deeds 
4. County Government 
5, Transportation and Communication 
6, Schools 
7. Ehurches 
8. Origin of the Towns 
9. Agriculture 


10. {1) Industries of Smithfield 


19. (2) Cauwp hanufacturing Company 


THE BEC INNING 

CHAPTER ONE 
THE DISCOVERY OF ISLEOF wWIGH 

Smithts Arrival 

A little over three hundred years ago in May, 1607 
three small shina came sailing up the Jamas River. Gn these 
snips were a hundred or more Englishmen. They stopped at 
a place which they later named Jamestown in honor of Eing 
James of England. This was the first English settlemsnt 
in America that did not completel7 fail. Among the snglismnen 
who landed here was a young man named John Smith. He was only 
twenty-elent years old, but one could see ne was a brave aoldier 
and looking for adventure. 

In the spring of 1608, about ons year after the Englishmen 
nad landed at Jasestown, Jonn Smith led the way in the discovery 
af Isle of Wiiaht County. It became necessary for John SHita 
to crosa the James Rivar to look for food for tne starving 
colonists Living at Jawsstown. Ho was able to buy fourtesn 
bushels of corn from e tribe of Indians called warrosqueakas. 
Cantain John Smith became the first white man to put foot on 
sha goil which was later to be known @s Islo of Viieht County. 
In December 1606, Captain Smith cameo bacin to the Sarro= 


squyoaks plantation and ‘spent the night with the 
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Indians. He was on his way to visit Chief Powhatan who 
lived on the York Rivor. Later in the spring of 1611, 
the sixty starving wen who had lived through the winter 
at Jarestown wanted to leave the colony. They also 
gpant their first night away from home with the same 
trib. of Indians. 
Smith Meats The Indians 

The Warrosquyoakes lived in a villago near what is 
known as Rushmwere in Isle of Wight County. Their hunting 
grounds were along the James River for five miles and 
inland for about twenty milus. Thoy had a fighting 
strongth of about forty or fifty warriors. It is inter- 
esting to read from Captain Smith's book about the life 
and ecdventurs in Isie of Wight, then called ‘arrosqucake. 
In his book ho tulls us that ths king of this tribo of 
Indicns at one time gave him guides to soarch for signs 
of Sir Welter Raloigh's "Lost Colony" at Roanoke Island. 
Hz told Smith that Chicf Powhatan was very dangcrous and 
he should not try to make fricnds with him. MHowevor, 
only a few years later, this same Indian, tricd, and almost 
succecded in killing all of the white peoplo living on 
the south side of the James River. 

Captain Smith also tells us in his book, that tho 


first whito man wno livod in Isle of Wight was Samuel 


ais 


Collior. Collicr was a page of Captain Smith's, and ho 
lived for awhile witn the Werrosqucakus in ordor to 
learn their language. Collier becamo « Governor of one 
of the towns. He was killed ducing thy massocre of 


1622 by a guard who thought he was cn Indian. 


CHAPTER TWO 
EARLY SETTLELENTS OF THE PIONEERS 
THE FIRST 

The yoar 1619 was a red lctter ycar in the Virginia 
colony. The colony wag givon a new and bettor charter. 
The first shipload of maids cams over to marry and make 
happy homes for the men in the colony. The first shipload 
of Negro slaves werc sold at Jamestown to work in the 
bobzcco fioles. The first law making body ever to meet 
in America mot at Jamostown that year. In this same yosor 
the first English sctticuent in Isic of Wight County was 
made by Captain Christopher Lawne and Sir Richard Worsicy. 

On April 27, 1619, 2 ship commanded by Captain Evans 
brought one hundred sctblors to Jamestown. They satticd 
near the mouth of a creck on the south side of the James 
Rivor. This placo is still known 2s Lawne'!s Creek. (This 
colony was wipcd out by malaria.) In 1642, this crook 
madc the dividing lino betwoon Isle of Wight County and 
Surry County. In 1620, Captain Lawne's Plantation becamo 
known ag Islo of Yight Plantation. In 16356 it was ecallod 
Isle of Wight County. This name was given because many of 
the pioncers had lived on tho famous "Tslo of Viight Island", 
off the const of England in the English Channel. The word 
Wight" mcans "channel" or Noassaze". The name means 


"tslend of the Channel". It is bslieved that the name 


whe 


was changod bocauso the name Warroaquecho", by which it had 
bosn called, was too hard for the white scttlars to spell 

or pronounce sinco it was an Indlan word. The elites. akong 
the James River reminded the settlers of their home county 
in England. And lastly, some of the scttlers, boinc vory 
rcligious, did not want their county to have a heathon 


none. They considered the Indian as heathen or pagan. 
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Bennett's Plantation 

In November, 1621, Edward Bunnctt, a rich marchant of 
London, was grented a patont for a plantation, upon tha 
condition of settling 200 imigrants. Tnoir place of scttle- 
mont was known as "Edward Bennctt's Plantation" and was 
located at a plac: on the Jamas River known as the MRock sg", 
Today this place is known as horgarts Buach. 

Bassc's Choicc 

Then in 1621 Captain Nathenivl Basso and others triad 
another plantation in the same noighborhood. Captain Basso 
cane svor in person and his plantation was known as "Bauso's 
Choice". It was located on Warrosqueakc, now Pagan River. 

So it sccems that Sir Christopher Lawne, Edward Bonnett, 
and Captain Basso madc the thras carlicst setticments in 
Isle of Wight County. Meny of the carly setticrs were of 
Puritan or Caveliur origin. wvhsey camo over from the area 


surrounding Bristol, England. Old records show that Bristol 
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ships made many trading voyages to Isl. of Viight, bringing 


witn bnim on cvary trip large nunocr of imigrants. Many 


of thesu pcople came bocaus: of thir dssirs Tor trade and 


wealth, lova of pitriotism, missioner; spirit and the love 


of adventure. 
However, dangers and doath often faced thess carly 


gottiors in Isle af Wight. Often the settlements sceucd 


doomod to failure from disease, lack of food, Inaians and 
= 4 + 3 
quarrels among themselves. However, ths ricnecrs managod 


to stay on bocausc the ocean was wWicc, ships wors fuw, 


and the winds wors uncertain. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

THE INDIANS OF ISLE OF WIGHT COULTY 

When John Smith and hig men came to Isle of Wight in 
1608, they found a land of forests. In these forests wore 
two tribes of Indians who wore friondly to tha white mon. 
Ono tribs, tho Nottoways, lived in the wostern part of the 
County. ‘This part is now known as Southampton. The other 
tribe, tho Warrosquceakos, lived noar the Powhatan River. 
Thoir gsimali village was near the placc calicd Rusamere. 

Thesc Indians were tall, straight and well Sey 
Thcy were copper-colorad, had high chock bonos, black 
eyes and coarsc black hair. The women woro thoir hair 
long and allowed it to hang over their shoulders. The mon 
cut their hair Bhort on tho right side, so it would not 
flap around and gut tangled in their bow strings whon they 
drow their bows to shoot. On the icft the hair was often so 
long that it hung down on their shoulders. Thic chic? hed 
his hair on the top of his hoad shapod up like a coxcomb. 

Their ciothing was made from the skins of the deer, 
raccoon, beavor or the vtter. For wear in sumier the skins 
hed tno hoir romovod. For winter wear, the skins were 
eurcd with the hair and fur on thon. 

Phe Indian homes wore callod wigwams. Thvy were made 
by sticking small, young trees cbout ninu or ton £oet len, 
in the ground ina circle. Then the tops woro bant togeo- 


thor and ticd with strong grapevine, long slender roots, 


et: 


soft strips of bark or thin splits of woite oak. A hole 
was left in tho top of the wigwam so that smoko from the 
firos could escape. Tho family fire was made in tha middie 
of the wigwan, right undor tho smok. bold. 

The wigwams wore furnished verr siuml:. The Indians 
used grass mats for chairs. They built niatforms for bods 
and covered them with tho skins of animals. 

Ths fires wore made by strixing sparks from flint, 
and by twirling the end of a hard stick against a soft, ary 
piecc. They were nuvor allowed to go vut beenuse it was 
congidarcd bad luck. So, the women tendad the firos very 
carefully. 

Tho Indians did somo farming. Since they lived in 
the forast, and nad no tools to cut down treos to clear the 
land for their farms thoy cut 9 ring around the treos with 
stone hatchots. This slowed tne flow of sap and caused tho 
trees t> dic. Evan today some pesole clear their land in 
this way. 

Tosy raised corn, beans and tobacco. The women did 
most of $hoe work. They alse nightcd troce and shrubs ncoar 
their wiswams. In the cornfisics they built a platform 
with a nigh ssat. On thie sat a watchnan (perhaps a 
watch woman or a wateh girl) tc chase away the birds or 
Animals that ¢amc th enb tha cgre. Thoy did this by 
buating sa iris Ae boars. 


Th Ins sus were srtet nunters. “Migirtost useruL 
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weapon for hunting wag the bow and arrow. Thay made their 
bows out of stong, tough wood that had 4 quick spring. The 
shafts of their arrows were reed stens and slendcr twigs. 
The thicker end of tho arrow a3 notched cna was fitted 
with a turkcy fcathor. The foathcr guided tho arrow and 
made it fly straight. The heads of tho arrow shafts were 
pointed with piccos of flint wnich wore carefully chipped au 
go as to bo sharp on tho ond and en the odges with a short 
shank to faston in the end of the wosden arrow shaft. 

Many of theso arrow heads are still found in parts of the 
county. Some are much larger than others, though none are 
over throes or four inchss long. Maybe the smaller ones 
wero used on the little arrows of the Indian boys. They 
wore teught to shoot with bow and crrows Woon they wero 
vor, young. 

Since the Warrosqueakes livod near the Jamos Rivor 
they needed some way to travel on the river. They built 
canous of trecs in a vary intercsting way. Aftor sclocting 
a largo tree they waco a fire at the root and burned it 
down. Next, thoy burned off a long log by making a firg 
et cach ond. With thetr tomanawks they cut off tho bark. 
Aftcr a big log was burnod off at both onds and the bark 
was pecicd off, the Indians would Potl Li up on crossbars 
aboub tuo foot ofP the greund. Then thoy would make a row 


of smell firss under it. In this way, © trough or hollow 


= Ge 


was burned in it. Once in o while they would roll the log 
over and cut out the burnt odgss with their hatencts. 

This would make the hollow doopcr. At last, thoy had a 
ennoc hollowed out decp ensugh to float and carry a hoavy 
load. 

Thoss Indians bolieved that when death came thoy went 
boyong the mountains toward the setting sun to a henpy hunt- 
ing ground. Tho; thought Lt unnccossary to pray to a good 
god becausc he would not hurt them anyway. with che -cvisd 
spirit it was differont. He might do them harm and so they 
should try to plcaso hin. One cvil god was called "Kiwassa" 
or "Okco"™ and thoy worshipped hin. 

Tho Indians counted time by "Cohonks"™ and "Noons". Co- 

snk comcs from the shrill cry of the wild goose which is 
hear when winter approaches. A month is a changs of the 
iivon, hunco thé wore “Woon” for tims. 

They had a nuaber of feasts such as, one for thse coming 
of tho wild fowl, one for tho return of the hunting svascn, 
ane onc for the ripening of cortain fruits. Their groatest 
fostival took place at the time when thoy; gathered carn. This 
laestod several days. At this tins the warriors boastdd that, 
as thoir corn had been gathered, which furnished food enough 
for thc women anc children, they wors fros to hunt, scek now 


adventure or go to war. So they canced, rejoicoc, and sang. 
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Warrosqueake Indians 


Powhatan was an Indian Emperor who Lived on the York River 
One day he invited Captain John Smith to visit him. He asked 
him to bring sowe mon who could build a house. Smith and his 
men started on the trip to see Powhatan. ‘On his way to visit 
Powhatan he spent the night with the “arrosqueake Indians in 
their village called "Old Town". This was in the same place 
which was later known as Isle of Wight County. These Indians 
were friendly to John Smith. They gave hin food and let then 
spend the night by their fire. The Warrosqueake Indians told 
Smith that Powhatan planned to kill him when he went to visit 
his tribe: 

Even though the Warrosqueaka told Smith about Powhatans'* 
plan, Snith and his mon want on te see the old Indian Emperor. 
Yinen they got to Powhatan's village, he told Smith that he and his 
nen were not invited. Smith saw some of the Indian warrlors whe 
had come to invite them. He toid Powhatan that these were thse 
Indians wio came to Jamestown to ask thom to come for a visit. 

That night Pocahantas came and told Smith that hor father 
planned to kill them. Pocahontas was Powhatan's daughter. The 
white men tried to give her gifts but she would not take then. 
She was afraid that her fathor would kill hor if ho saw her 
woaring thom. The Indians did not attack the white mun. The 
next morning the Englishmen went bact. to Jamestown. They Loadac 


their boats with corn whica they nac gotten from the Indians. 
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thos would ign 2275 eT Pap Paod for their peonle at Jamestown. 
Nottaway Indians 

\ Phe Nottoway Indians wore @ very poworful tribo. Thoy had 
about a hundred bow-men. The, wore also a very peaceful tribs. 
They traded the things they got from hunting and fishing with 
the whito people for guns, blankets, and othor usoful things. 
Thoac Indians and the white man scemed to be kind to each other 
until the massacro of 1622, Thon tho Indians triod to kill ail 
the white peoplo. 

The Nottaway Indians are described by Colonel William 
Byrd, who was a loading man in Virginia. He was born in 1674 at 
Wastover, which is a pretty home on tho James River. He tells 
about his visit to these Indians in his writings. 

Tho Indians entortained Colonel Byrd and his frionda with 
sevoral war dances, They used Indian drums made of a large gour. 
with a skin tight over ono ond of it. The dancors sang to the 
music. Thoy kopt time with thoir feet, heads and arms. The 
Indian women wore dressed in pretty clothes. 

Tho Indian women did the work. Tho men wont hunting and 
fishing. They had rather suffer from dirt and cold than work. 

Massacro of 1622 

Powhatan died in 1618 and his brother became head of the 
Indian tribes in castern Virginia. Ho ruled over thirty tribes 
with cight thousand mon. Whon Powheatants brother became the ba 
hs planned to kill cvery Englishman su Virginie. fe hated alt 


white peoplc. He made plans for four years. He oven borrowed 
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Fatlish boats to carry the Indians xcross3 the rivor to carry out 
his plans. Tho attack was made in 1622 after a whito man killec 
en Indian who had just killed a white person. 

On March 22, 1622 thoro were 1,240 peoplo living in the 
state of Virginia. Just a few hours after the Indians mado 
thoir attack 347 people wore killed. ‘Thorce woro 55 white people 
killed in Isle of Wight. 

Tho Indians went to both Bassu's Choice and Bonnett's 
Plantation. More than fifty porsons wero killed at Bennott's 
Plantation. Only twenty-nine porsons were icft at Warrosqucake 
while thore wore twonty loft at Bass's Choice. During the next 
yoar twonty-s3ix othors dicd from ciscaso. 

The Puritans suffered bocause 2f tho massacro and discasec. 
Howover the settloment grow and prosperad. Both Warrcsausako ar 
Basse's Choice were roprosunted at the assembly of 1625-1624, 

Thore ars many storics tulc avout the cscapes made by tho 
white man curing the massacro of 1622. 

Many of tho scthlers saved the Jife of thoir family by 
firing a gun to frightcn the Indians away. A family by the nark 
of Baléwin frightened the Indians from their home by doing this. 
Fowsver, firs. Baldwin waa wounded before the Indians were ariver 
re polar 

Captain Ralph Hanor was a very inportant man. The Encians 
came to his homo. They told him that their King was hunting in 


his -cighborhood and ranted Capti.tn Mamor to join him. Whon the 
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“ndieng camo to Captain Hamor's heme to bring tho mossage he was 


busy writing 4 lcotter. He waitcd until he had finished his 


lcttor before he wont outsido. When ho went out he found that t 


Trlians hac set Siro to nis neighbsr's tebaccd barn, Tho whita 


pecple wore coming to help put out the fire when tho Indians 


attached them and began killing the pcoplo. Canptein Himor was 


able te dufend himself anc fight his way back to his house. Tine 


Incians gave up the fight and left. 
Captain Nathanicl Basso's family wore killec. He was 


gavel only becausc he was in England at the time the Incians 


attochias. 
Aftor the white man's hones and property wore destroyod 


they wont to Jamestown. Many of them went pack to England. Al: 


white people Icft Warrosqueans. 


2 8ir Georg: Yeardley icc the whitc man against 


the Warrcsqueakes in July of that same year. Taoy burned tne 


Tncian homes and took thoir corn. Tho Indians left their 


nomes ane went to live in the woods. The white man came back f 


Tare gtowr wad Englane to live at Sheis settlements in Isle of 
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BACON'S REBELLION 

A number of men from Isle of light were involved in Bacont; 
Rebellion. This rebellion had indirectly resulted from the 
refusal of Governor William Berkeley to let Coloncl Nathaniol 
Bacon march against the Indians, &fter these had attacked early 
settlers. We do not have the names on record of tho citizens who 
actually took part in this first fight in America for freadon. 
we do know that Col. Joseph Bridger had to flee to Accomac with 
the Governor. Arter Baconts death, os returned to tho County 
and was vory active in punishing those who had followed Bacon. 

John Jennings, Clork of the Court of Isle of wight, was one 
of the main followera of Bacon. Ha was sentencod to be banished 
from the Colony of Virginia. He was very old and faeble, brokon 
down in health and fortune, and therofors the tine for sending him 
away was extended by appcal scvaral tines. He died before it was 
aver carricd out. 

John Marshall, another outstanding follower of Bacon, was 
made to beg pardon in Court on bendod knees for uttering scanda- 
lous words against the King's Commissionors. Others were made 
to beg pardon in Court and sign a paper, saying that 211i the things 
they had said against Sir William Borkeolcy were falsc, and promised 
never to be guilty of such a practice again. 

REVOLUTIONARY DAYS 
COMAITTER OF SAFETY. 

In 1775 whon all tho English Colonists were forming Commit- 

tees of Safoty to take care of their local problons of war, Isle 


of Wight County formed her own Committee. John Scarsbrook Vills 
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was appointed Chairman of the Committee and Francis Young wa3 
appointed clerk. It was the duty of this Committee to see that 
prices for merchandise were not over-chargec. A sub-committes w- 
appointed to buy from the merchants of Smithfiold all the gunpow 
der they could spare for the price of two shillings and six 

ponce por pound. 

Tino Committee sent three mean to Yorktown to find out if 
Governor Thomas Nolson could supply this County with twolve 
hundred pounds of gunpowder. They wero told to inform Gov. Nols 
that the people of Isle of Wight would come on short notices to 
holp him in case of an onemy attack on Yorktown. Gov. Nelson 
roplied that he could not supply tho County with sunpowder, but 
told the Committoe that it could be bought from Baltimore, Md. 

Ho thankcod thom for their offer to help defend Yorktown ine aso 
of dangor. 

George Purdio, a merchant of the Town of Smithfiold, was 


summonod to appear before the Comnittes for violating rulos. He 


was called upon to defend himself against theso charges. Ho wre’ 


the Committeo a letter saying tnat he would be glad to come befo. 
the Committce, but he had boon told that he was to be tarred and 
feathered, guilty or not guilty. He bogged the Committoc of 
Safety of Islo of Wight would grant protection to Mr. Purdi. 
previded ho was proved innocant, and would be glad of his porson: 
appoarance. If not, thoy rsaquestuc him to toll the author of the 
report that he was to be tarred anc foathered, guilty or not 


suilty. Mr. Purdic still begged the Committeo to excuse him 
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from attonding in porson. He said he had heard the report from 
somo of his wifo'ts friends. 
A number of merchants were tried for solling goods at 


higher prices to somc poople than to others, and punished for 


doing so. 


MILITARY OPERATIONS 

when the port of Boston was under an cubargo before the 
actual fighting startod, Isle of Wight County prompty wrote a let 
er of sympathy. It was sont about the time Governor Dunmore dis- 
misscd the House of Burgessos for writing 2 similar letter. 
Isic of Wight County also sant a vessel loaded with corn to Bost: 

WO shall never know exactly the complete list of soldicors 
Isle of Wight County sent to the Continental Army. The rocords 
were destroyed in the County by the British Coloncl Tarleton, 
and in Richnond by Arnold. We do know the following mon wore in 
the army with Goncral Washington: 

Col. Josiah Parker 

Major Francis Boykin 

Capt. Jamos Johnson 

Gen, John S. Wills 

Jesse isatthows 

Janes Casey 

Edward Ward 

Robin Turner 

Sanuel McCoy 

John Ferest 

Henry Hill 

Ben (Whalcbuone) Jones 

Moses Atkins 

There was not much sorious fignting in this County. Thore 
wore only three actual invasions by tne British. However, the 


large water front kept our peoplo busy watching for invasions, 


Col. Yarlokon passed throueh the County twiee with a lnryoa 
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body of British Covalry. Thoy visited Smithficla, and then wont 


on to the Court House, intunding te cestrey tne County roccoras. 


Thoy failed to co this bucause Hrs. Francis Young had burice the 


They wont to Macclesfield, the noise of Col. Josiah Parker, hepin 
to capture tho Colonel himself. The; nlso failed to get their 
prisoner, but destroyed many valuablc papers there. Anong the 
papers thoy Gostreyce:! word suis church papors which Gol. Parker 
was kooping in his haw. Ps. Gowper, Col. Parker's daughter, 
kept some of these papers until the War of 1812. At that tine. 
some soldiors stationce near Macclesficid noccoad cartricge pape. 
Thoy got souc that was thought to bo waste paper from the serve. 
All tho papers that had becn saved from Tarleton's Raia were th 
usod in the sorvice of the Country. 

Everywhere that Taricton's mon went, they destroyed props 
earricd off horses, eattlc and slaves. In one of thess raids a 
body of Isle of Wieht militia attacked them at a placs collod 
scott's Old Field, just over tho Nansemenc County line. Tho; 
defcatod tho British anc Grove them across Milner Crock. 

Tac soldiers of tho County gaw muca sorvicu. A lotter wa 
written to Hig excolloncy, Benjamin Harrison, telling him how | 
our County had suffored dostruction by the enomy, who landed a. 
most gaily on sur shores. 

WAR OF 1812 

hon ths second war with Great Britain came, Isle af le) 
wos again ready with hor monuy and wach, as eho had bsoen in Rov. 
tionary Days. When Congress dsolarce war on June ll, 1811, mer 


of Isle of Wight began at once ts enroll thensolves to acfand 


Zpo™ 


their now Country. They raised coupanios by voluntary enlistmen 


and before thy ened of thy war in 1a@l5, several hundrec wn vf th 


County had bccome soldiers of tho United States, Ton companics, 


containing absut five hundred cnlisted ion, made uy the TWenty- 


ninth Regiment cf Virginia Voluntecors, Major Josoph VW. Ballard, 


of Isle of Wight County was in commanc. The officers of theso 


companics wores 


Ceptains (Willian B. Moody Lioutenants (Davis Dick 
(Richard Bidgood (Rebort fiost 
(Joscph Atkinson (Charles Wrenn 
(James Atkingon {Joseph Godwin 


(David Dick Ensigns (Isase Moody (John W. Eicy 
(Simon Gwaltnoy (Tristram Bunkloy(Jcosiah Holleman 
(Robert Jordan (Guorgs Wilson (Willis Morris 
(John Lawrence (Josiah Vronn (Exum Elcy 
(Rebert Tynes (Honrys Applcowhite(Goorge W. Driver 
(Charles Virenn (Dawson Delk {Josonh Hodscen 


A company was organized at Smithficl2 lod by Captain Hemil- 
ton Shicld. This company onterod thio service FPobruary;y 6, 1913. 
Thay served out their terin of onlistucnt at Norfulk, Archibalc 


Atkinson scrved ag ensign and Peter Jonus as livutenant of this 


company. 
In this war, tho cnomy nevor gut very far from their ships. 


Therufuro thero were few invasions into this County. The British 


cid try to land at The Rocks, on the James River, but Captains 
Dick ane Wrenn, with their companies, firecd into their ranks so 
stcadily that they returned to their ships at once. 

fhe British kept their mun-of-war Plontagenot it tho James 
River just of Ff The Rocks several aontns. The Brenti-ninth Divisi: 
wad kept busy watching overy movement or change ef pusition the 


war ship mado. Ns athomp was ever maco te jand men on vur shores 


after that first time when. thoy were driven Sff sx» quicti;. 
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MEXICAN ‘WAR 

Whon the Mcxican Var came in 1846, the placu of Cighting w. 
go far away, and thers wero such large numbers of voluntccrs, the 
ns companios wore organized in this County. Jemvs Davis went to 
Richieond to juin Capt. Robert Scvtt's company. fio was with this 
cumpany at Vora Cruz, Cerra Gurdo, Jalappa, and ticxico. Two won 
from our County were in ilssissippi at the time the war broke 
out. They wore Alfrod H. Darcen ond Richard Parr. They both 
joined a reginont fron that State coumanded by Colonel Jofferson 
Davis. Thoy also sorvod with Goncral Taylor at Pala Alto and Mor 
torcy. Bonjamin Galc wont to Portsmouth, Virginia, whore ho joi: 
Capt. John P. Young's company. He wont to Mexico with this com- 
pany ane fought throughout the war. 

(AR BETWEEN THE STATES 

BATTLES FPOUSHT ON ISLE OF NIGHT SOU 

Vihen the thao came for the poopla af Isic 2f Viicht to make 
up their minds on tho question of scccding from tho United Stata: 
an olcction was held in this County. There were Sight hundred 
sicty-one poopic in the County whe were rogigstersd voters. Dvoer, 
ragisterce voter cast his vote, and cvery vote was for sccession 
This wag most unusual, as tho County was practically an anti- 
slavery County. A large number of the old doves anc wills show 


that large numbers ef slavas were given their frescon before the 


Tho first Confederate troops stativned in this County duri 


the wer wore im Coneral John C. Peuberton's brigadc. This briga 
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was made up of ao battcry of Light Artillery fron North Carolina 
and sevorel regiments of infantry fron North Carolina anc Vir- 
ginia. The Third Re, iment of Virginia Artilicry was undor tho 
Commend of Col. Bogor A. Privr, who later bocame General Prior. 
Phosc trvops collected here carly in ]861 and stayod until April 
1862. 

Too first Foderal troops to invade this County were a Now 
York roghsent of cavalry undor the command cf Colonel Dodgc, Jul’, 
1862. Thoy reached the Islo of Wight Court Housc. This was 
part of the force that nac fought at Suffolk, aftor the evacua- 
tion of Norfolk. 

Only a fow small battles tock place in sur Count,. A slig 
action took place noar Ducksvillé bctween a part af the Couthanp- 
ton Cavalry ane Spuar's Now York Cavalry. Sharp firing kept up 
for some time, but no loss was seun by vither sido uxcapt the 
killing anc wounding of soveral horses. 

A short time aftorwards, Dedge'tsa Cavalry mevec castward fr -: 
the Court House to Carroll's Bridge. They came vary near sur- 
prising a group of Confedcrate troops from Col. Claiborne's 
command, who wore worshipping at a church nearby. When the 
alarm was givon, these troops rushec forth, anc drove back tne 
Yankees. Several mon werc killod and wounded; thirty-two priso- 
ners and twenty-six horsos wore captured. 

Thsre was a battle fought at Carrsville in 1865 which last 
fro May 15th to May 18th. This battles volk plseo 7ger bie otc 
Hobren Christian Church. In this bettic, 2 Northern man, Anson 


G. Thurston, lost his life. Hc nac ence bean a stuccn& at 
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Veryarl Unlvergio,. You by Bev = Letvriet bo bin en che walls 
tho Monurial Chapol of the Univorsity today, gaying that ho diod 
at Franilin, Virginic, May 18 of wounds racvuived at Carrsville, 
may 17, 1865. 

In January 1864, a Fodcral stcamer in the Janus River wes 
fircd upon sono distance below Suithficld. The pilot and crew 
wore Griven below deck, and the vessel was Gragged on the beach. 
Pnc incoming, tidu caused it to float again, and the news of the 
attack was carrioc to Nowport Nows. At -nec tho "Smith Briggs", 
a gunboat with about one hundred and fifty men, was sont on the 
river te $aithficld. Tho troops landev and started ssuth, cxpact 
ing to gain the rear of the party which had firod on the steamor 
a fow cays before. When nocr Scott's Factory, they wore met oy 
Major Sturdcvant, with a small forces. ficre an artillery duc] to. 
place, in which 2 Cunfcederatu sslcicr, Licutonant Giggitt, was 
kilicd. Sinco ncithcr side know tho strength of the other, both 
withdrow. Tho Confederates wont to Ivor, and the Fedorals 62 
Smithfiold. Whon tho Fecerals got back to Smithfield, they founc 
that thoir vossol had gone and not returned. A message was sont 
to Majer Sturdevant at ence, telling him about the situation. 

The Federals woro attacked the following morning by Major Sturde- 
vant, who, after consiccrablo action, furcoc them to surrondor. 
While the fight was gving on, the "Siith Briggs" returned, nat 


knowing what had taken place. The cantain brought the vessel 


ints port, but Sturcovant's (unners 3. mM wih oc shot inte thd 


vessel's boiler. About one hundrec and twonty prisonors wore 
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cepturec, and 2 small ansunt of supplica were taken, before the 
vyesse] was sot on fire and blown up. 

In the sumnaor of 1864, a boat cama up the river and landed 
the Fifteenth Massachusctts Infantry at Burwell's Bay. They 
started to Smithficld, but wore mot by & small Confcderate force. 
after mucon firing at long range, thoy wont back to their vasscl 
without any dcatna on cither side. 

During the war, Federal cavalry went through the County an: 
amsuc boats came to Smithfiold often. Two facts kept them from 
staying in the County vory long. A large body sf signal csrps 
inen and scouts, with whereabouts uncertain, was always proscnt 
in the County, and the burning of the two bridges at Smithficlie 
copt them back. There are markers @long our highways, tolling 


wnerc spall wattles and skirmishos took placc on sur a en Ie 


Soptembor 28, 1862 - Blackwater River 

October 3, 1862 - Near Franklin, on Blackwater River 

October 15, 1862 - Corre ville 

Octobcr 24, 1862 - Blackwater River 

Oeiebor ol, <Le62 - Franklin (on Isle of wight sido) 

Descmber 2, 1862 ~ Noar Franklin 

Doccmbur 12, 1862 - Zuni (112th New York Infantry) 

Hocsmbor 22, 1862 - Isio of wight Court House 

February 13, 18635 - Snithfiold 

eren. 17, -1a65 = Blackwatsr River 

April 23, 1865 - Chuckatuck (Near Isle of Wight linc} 

Way 15 and 16,1865 - Garrsville, Holland anc Suffolk 

May 138, 13853 ~ Carrsville 

March lo, 1864 - Battle of Carrvllteon Store 

April 4, 1664 - Suithficld and Cherry Grove 

hay 4 - 12, 1864 - Kautz's Gavalry passed through Isle 
of Wicht 

August 29, 1864 - Smithficia 


THOSE WHO SERVED THE CONFEDERACY FROu ISLE OF “# TGHT 


Tac Bonjamin F. Chapman bemerial Library has over theo iadntc 


a list of the officers anc about tws huncrod privates whe fought 
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for the South. Tho officers who servse the Scuth are as follows 
Capt. James E. Chalmers 

lst Lt. Jesoph D.. Wooutcy 

Sno Lt. Willis. D. Pobe 

Ond Lt. James Cary Jordan 

Pst Sore. Prancis. Bs. “lacson 
en Sore. Wilton. Rouse 

3rd Sorg. Cornclius Goccwin 
4th Serg. Josoph C. Goocrich 
lst Corp. Davic Boykin Pasteur 
2nd Corp, John We Shivers 

3rd Corp. G. Washington Womble 
4th Corp. Junius .ataon Wilson 


Conpany A; Vth Battallicn, Virginia Artillery; Crutchfiala"s 


Brigade, Ewoll's Corps, Custis Leo's Divisicn, army of Northern 


Virginia. Surronccred at Appomattox, April 9, 1865. 


SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR 
Thero was no orgeanizec farce from tnis County that took par 


in the short war wo were forcoc to fight with Spain. It was over 


befurc many Citizens. coulad-enlist) At tho-becinning sf the troub 


there was much discusgien as ty the wiasdoan of the Unitec Statos 


taking any part in uefoncing Cuba. Whon the battlcship Haine 


was blown up in Havana Harbor on Fobruary 15, 1898, a fow of the 


mon in the County jeinoc various companias. Among those whs «id 
service in this war with Spain wero: 


A. &. dJchnson, a lieutenant in tho Fourth U. S. Volunteer Infantr; 
seorgo E. Mossisen, a member of Company G - Sixth U. 3. Cavalry, 
which took part in the battle at San Juan, Santiage. 

J. 8. Tucker) 


O. hi. Johnson) 
Robert Drewry) All af the latter wore memburs of the Pourth Virgi 


D.. Pf. Crewles;) fa Volunteer Infantry. 
John I.Clarxs) 
WORLD WAR I 
When tho groat world conflict of 1917-18 catio, Isle of Wight 
Apain proved herself worthy of her history by rallyin; to the caus 


heal 
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Tie Lot. bsle lot Wignt corn crop was increasec by one-fifth, 
Botween 18,000 2ns 20,000 cans of food weru saved for winter use. 


&A ucrcat inercass tn food crops holpoc te foot solcior buys in 


Various councils -f defunso ani safety, wore vrgenizcd in 
Virginia during this war. Dr. Gavin Rawls was made chairman f 
the Council -f Safety ang tho Council vf Defense in this County. 

Porkoe P. Jeans of Winsor was mace Fishorios Dircctcr. 

BRB. P. Gay was appointed Local Poot Acministrator and: chair= 
wan of the County Puocl Committce. 

The nocistratisn Board was waca up of R. A. Fdawares, Sherif: 
se Shing ony te LO of the Court, ane Dr. Roa Parkor. 

George F. Vinitley was the G-vornment Appeal Agent far the 
County . 

Tha Logal jAcvisory Beare was madu up of Goorge F. whitlicy, 
Chairman, BE. H. Williams and Parko P. Deans. 

There wore 1206 boss rogistured in Tslo of Wight, put all 
sf thesc wore not callea into sorvice. 

“Bosices the fighting mon, jsthor citizens gerved in many 
ways. Tuc farmers and thoir wives producec end saved fast. The 


boys and girls usod their hoos anc knitting, noodles. Tho bankers 


and business men bought ana gale liberty bends. The Roc Cross 
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orcanized campaigns ivr aiding sur 653s anc thoir familiug. The 
sachors anc pupils in cur sciz 13 served bravely. 
Tale of wirht is pryut gf the medals end special marks of 


“istinguisnec servic thet sian; of hor sons recuivod. Sno ig. ais 


proud of tho simple wouden crossos thet mark the pinrces whore 
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several of her sons lie buricd, somewhere in France. Goorge 
Dashivll, of Smithfield, was killod in action at Rumonville. fe hes 
grave is numbor sno in the ccucter,, noar tho bridgy at Remon- 
villc. Ho was awarccéd a Silver Star for hia distinguished sorvic 

There were cightescn boys who diod in the sorvice of thoir 
Country during world War I. Some were killed in ection, sone Gi, 
as a result of wounds they received in battle, anc some fron 


discasc, Many of the »2ueys who died in France wore brought hue, 


while some rest in Flandcer'tg Ficld. 


WORLD WAR II 

When tho Unitce Statos was drawn into Worle war IT, Islo >f 
wight citizens stcoc roady to do thoir part. 

Farms grew crops which yiclded an all-time high harvest. 
Everyenc who had a plot of gound large Gnough plantos victury sar 
Gens. Citizsna turnee flower beds into vegetable gardens. Cabba 
and tomaty scods were oven plantod in sensal1 classrooms, and 
plants takon homo tv be sct out carly. Tho unused land on schsol 
grouncs was lst out to clusses and private citizens for uso as 
victury .erdenas. Every family cannec all their surplus fovds for 
future usa. Most familios owned prossure cookers. Some people t 
thoir surplus foods to governmont-managed canneries, where foods 
esulad bo put up in tin cana. 

A Rationing Board was sot up in the County, esnsisting of 
A. Si Johnson, Ws Ds. Jegntxy amg S. f.- Hallenc. -Othors who sorved 
woro A. BE. S$. Stcphins ana R. A. Rancy. The public school 
wgchtrs of Isle of Wirkt issuci ration berks t+ citizons-of thoir 


rsaocctive school conmunitios, as dic the teachers all over our is 


oe 


Ration officss were Kept ab amithfiell anc .inggor ts tasuc gas 


‘and oil cvupons, ote. 

First-ai1] courses wore taught te the larger Sonos end Lee 
roan anc community cr-ups by trained instructors. 

Air-raic drills wore held, with local wardens trained to 8 
t) the sefcty vf tho pavple in case vf an air-raic. Tae Cs 
participeted in black-outs for the whele Haapton Roucs area. 
Voluntecr Observation Corps maintaines Look-sut posts aa) avers. 
County. They spsttec and ropsrtec all pleancs that passed over b 
phonu te a defense cuorcinator stationo. in Worfolk, 

Tne local Ree Cross sponsored knitting anc sowinc projects 
Pho women ania girls of sur County mace much clathing for refugec 
and service mon. ir. C. i. Beale sarvyel os ficle director of th 
Re? Cross fir the County. The Rot Cross vid a fins job in 
aiging gervicu mon ane their families in this Count). 
Service mon wore atationes at sutpvsts throughout ths 
County, but chicfly in the Suishficit-Jaucs River area. Dantes 
for service wun were sponseren by the Junior vowan's Club cf 
S-rithficl:, in cooperation with the USO Rucreationtl prygra. 

Many ccfonsa bonus wore bought in this Count,;. AL one 
plsyers ana umpluyess joined in the creat payroll covuction plar 
for buyiny bonds. ir. L- fT. Hall served us Dofense Benes Chears 
man for the County. Sensl childron voughs staaps rogularly as 
thoir part in the creat Bons fur Victery Drivsa. 


Schovl ehlliren alae coliceted creat amounts of scrap 


iron, rubber, anc paper. 
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Tns teachers wf tho Count;, like all the teachers sf tho 
United States, recistered tho young men eishtoen years ole for 
tho @raft. Tho local draft beard was made up of Harry G. 
Oashiell, J. Sherman Johnson, and Hoyt C. Haverty. Clerks of th 
Boare were Miss Katherine Taliforro, firs. Emily J. Ecwards, and 
iiss Harriet Brothurs. 

The Government Appeal Agonts wore Mr. A. BE. S. Stephens, 
anc ir. Rodhan T. Dolk. 

Mccical advisors for the County were Dr. T. H. Massey and 
Dr. Hush Warren. 

Officers of many ranks in all branches uf sorvica, inclu- 
ding the women's civisions, served from vur county. 

Thoso wha cave their lives for thoir County during this 
War WGores 


Warvin Hill Alphin 
Brine tt L. Buyeo 
Lunglo; T. Gatling, Jr. 
Danicl %. Spinnin 
Patrick H. Haverty, Jr. 
mac P,. Hawloy 

Richare Lec Holland 
Donalic im. Johnson 
Janos H. Jvhnson 
Paynionc Powell 

BOWwarc: Ba HhSsaes 
Franklin Tf. Turnor 
J-seph OD, Wilson 
Shiriey T. Holland, Jr. 


MEN OF DEEDS 


ALMSTOVWW PERIOD 
RICHARD BENNETT ( ~1674) 
BACON'S REBELLION DRA 


JOSEPH BRIDGER (1628 - 1686) 
RSVOLUTIOUARY DAYS 

JOSIAH PARBER (1751. = 1810) 

Samuel Hardcy (1758 - 1785) 

FRANCIS BOYKIN ( -~ 1805) 


WaR BETUREN THE STATES AND RECONSTRUCTION DAYS 
EvwiGT i. MORRISON (1841 - 19532) 


GaVITT RAWLS (1858 - 1922) 


RICHARD BSELETT 
Richer? Bennott was the son of tho Rov. William Bennett, 


and a nophow of Eeward Bennett who were arung the oarly sottlors 


of Isle of Wivht County. 
ha carly os. 1629, “he was a burgess fron Warrosqucake bu- 
fore Virginia was Gividud into shires or countios. In 1652, ne 


wos a justices of the court, which wot ovory month. In 1634, he 
was macs a councillor of state. 

Rickard Dennett was amon, those who fled from the colony 
when Sir William Borkeloy was governsr. He flea first to hary- 


lanc in 1643, and ?frouw there wont to Lonten. He returnsd.to 


Richard Bennott was elected governor cf the colony in 1652 
Ee continucd to serve as govornor witil 2655. This was at the t 
Oliver Creswell was rvling in Englanc curing the day ef Cavalicr 
ant Reéunch.cads. 

Richard bennett was later sent to Cngland astne Agent aE 
Virzinia to represeunt the colony's intcrost bofcro parliament. 

In 1€55, he commandoc the militia of three cf the four mil 
tary districts into which Virginia was divided, with the rank 
of Major-Gonoral. 

In 1667, Nojor-Gonoral Berrett sorvec as a Commisaioncr tr 
Marvian’ to reculate the cultivetion of tobacco. Ho was a 
mombur of the Council as late as 1674. 

Richard Bunnats vwned the plenctation of mayanoalk'! and 


"Meieotan" on the James River. Thery aro many or his descondants 
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living in Virginia today wh? aro proud to claim hin ea “tholr 
ancestor. 
JOSEPH BRIDGER (1628 - 1686) 

Colonel Joseph Bridgor was the third son of Samuel Bricser, 
Sub-doan and Auditor of the College of Gloucestor, England. His 
father owned the Manor of Wocdmancote in the parish of Dursloy. 
It was at this manor that Joseph Bridger was vorn in 1628. Ho 
grew up in a homa of many rich oppertunitios in cducation anc 
culture. He became the most prominent man of Isle of Wight Couni 
in his day. 

At the age of 29, in 1657, Josoph Bridger was Islo of Wigh’ 
County's representative in the House of Burgossos. Whon he bo- 
camo a nembor of the Houso of Burgossos again in 1663, his namo 
appearec as Captain Joseph Bridgor. This tine it is gaia that h 
was ao monibor cf cvory Laportant committoc but once 

In 1664, Bridgor was a commissioner to acjust tho bounaary 
linc of Virginia and Narylanc. 

In 1666, he was ono vf tho comuntgsioners chosen to work wi 
mon from Maryland and Neurth Carolina rogarcing tobacco intorcsts. 
In this samc year of 1666, his name appcarad as a nomber of the 
Goncral Assombly - this time as Ajjutant-General Bricger. Ho cs 
usually reforrod to as "Culonel Bridger", as it was tho titlo ho 
hola the longest. 

In 1675, Bridger was o mombor of the Council of Stats. Ho 
sorved also 2g a colonol in tho Indian wars. 

In 1676 and 1677, ho was a mombor of the court at Grcon 


Spring. 
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In 1676, Nathaniel Bacon, wno fought against Gov. Willicnm 
Borkolcy, Gomancod that Bridger surronitcr. He coemanded this bo- 
cause Bridger was loyol to Yoorner Lerkoley. Gharcoes woro pre- 
sonted ggainst Bridgor by some who said that Bridgor had uscd 
public funda for his own private uso. He flec to the Eastern 
Shore with Governsr Berkcluy for safety. 

In 1677, Bridgor was a momber cof tho csurt at Micdlo Plan- 
tation. Ho was a witness to tho will of Governor Berkelcy. He 
is sometiacs roferred to as Berkolcy's best frisnd anc worst 
advisor. 

In 1680, Bridger was a Councillor of Stato an& commancor- 
in-chiof of the soldicrs in Islo of Wight, Surry, Hansomond, anc 
Lower Nerfolk. He hac uncer his conmanc Col. Arthur Smith of 
Islo of Wight, Colenal vwehn. Leer, and Mejor Lilnor of Nanscnond. 


In 1683, he was 2 mensor of toe Ceuncil wf Stata and of the 


General Court. 

Bridgerta will was Gatcu April 9, 1685. The will wos ack- 
nowlodged in open court, which wes thon hola at tho Glebe, about 
a nilu fria Smithfield. 

The Isle sf Wight Court Heusce wos located at tho Glicba, 
about a milo from Smithflelu. It was located at the Globe until 
1752, whon it was movod to Smithficlc. Bridger montionec in his 
will spoctal frionts, and his vorich houso on the Whito Marsh far. 
where he livocd. He had bought his beautiful homo “Whitemarsh” 
in 1673. He marrioc Huster Pitt, causghter wf Col. Robort Pitt. 


They has sevon children, although one gen, Jsusoph, Jr., was left 
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out of his will becauagy ho had been a follower of Baccn, during 
Bacon's Robvilion. 

Col. Bridger diec on April 15, 1686, leaving a large ostate 
of morc than twolvo thousane acres of lanc in Isic of Wight Count 
busidos unknown anvunts in Surry, Jamos City, ant Maryland. He 
was buricod in tho fiole -f his whitemarsh" homo. His veonos and 
a warble slab with aon inseription that can still bo reed wore 
removed to the Old Brick Church and nay bo goon at the P5ot- at tr 
chance] thero todaye 

In the Virginia Gazetto, publishec at Williamsburg in 173%, 
thero was an account sf a large anount of old English monoy boing 
foung) in the culns sf c heuso where Col. Bricger Lived in Isle 
of wicght County. It was found by an dle Noro, who hac given 
nuch of it away without kn-wing ita veluc. No ons knows how it 
cana to bo hidden thero. Svmo say that it was hidden thero for 
safckocpinz curing the timc of Bacon's Rebellion. Others say the 
it was public monoy placed in Col. Briccer's hands, whon ho hola 
sayoral cifferont vffices in the county anc atate. Trough no onc 
over Ciscovvercd how Lt cot thoro, 4t save the old newspapor an 
intcresting lost moncy case to solve, and brought back to momory 
the famous Colonol Joasoph Bricoer sf aarlior dayse 

JOSIAH PARKER (1751 - 1810) 

Josiah Parkor was bern May li, 1751. Ho was a cascondant 
Thomas Parkor, who was Ziven a anc. patent of threc hundred cigh' 
acerca of land in tho part of Islo of \Visht County known as Smith! 
sock in 1650. Tho Parkers hac Soon living in Isle of Wight Coun! 


over a hundrod yoars whon Josiah was born. Hv was rearec with a? 
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tho acvantagos and educatlon of a bic lan‘swnor of thoso timcs. 

Josiah Parhcr marricd tho young wicow of Josoph Bridger, t 
former Mary Plorce. They had only one chile, named Ann Picrce 
Parker. Hor fathor was 30 dovoted to hor that ho oducatoc her 
ag if sho hal beon a sun. Sho grow up to bu a very accouplishoec 
and ciftocd woman, much botter oducated than niost women sf her da 

Jostah Parker defonces his State pravoly Curing the days o 
the Revelutionary War. In 1775 hoe was maco a mumber cf tho Cont 
nontal Committoc of Safety. He reachec the rank of a full color 
curing the Revelutionery Viar. He sorved with great Cistinetion 
Brandywin. and Tronton. In tho battlo of Tronton, he hal. tho 
honor of receiving the sworc of the woundee Colonel Hallo, Conm- 
ancer of tho Hossians. Whon the famous artist J. Traumbell paint 
tho picturo "Tho Capturo of the Heastans at Trenton", Col. Josiz 
Parkor was placoc on tho loft sico, paintec from roal lifc. 

Col. Parker is said to have had c vory quick tomper. Oncc 
while in a fit of tompeor, ho resignee fron the Contincntal so0r- 
vice (1778). It is thought that he always regretted his hasty 
action. Hv wag activo in militia service until tho ond of the 
wor, Both Thomas Jofferson anu Lafayette wrote him lottora shor 
ing their high regara for his epillity as a loacor. 

Josiah Parkor dicc Mary 11, 1810, honerod and respected b; 
ali who knew hiin. 

SAMUEL HAROY (1758 - 1785) 
Samuol Harcy was born in Isle of Wight County in 1758. He 


wos abuut the age of Presiccnt Janos Monroo, who wes a close fete: 


of his. They boarccc in the samo home in Richmond, whero they ¥ 


1 


to school tocother, Wwhon thoy woro oidor, thoy servos in tho 
Agaumlly at tho a3eamo timo. 

Samuel Harcy's father was Richarc Hardy, who was a vustry- 
man :f the Old Brick Church anc a mombur of tha House of Burgos- 
sus. Harcy's family hac lived in Islu of Wight County a long tim 
soforce Samucl was born. His family hac suttlod hore boforoe 1656. 

Samuel Hardy attended the College of william anc Mary. Ho 
wag wace a charter momber of Phi Bota Keppa on July sO, 1778. 

Phi @cta appa is a gocicty for vory outstanding stucunts. To 
bo a membur of Phi Bota Kappa ono mist make vory high grades. 
Hombership in this socigty is a groat honor. 

Samuol was at Williau ano Mary durin; the timo that Rov. 
John Camm was prosiiont vf tho Colloge. Rev. Camm hee at ano tin 
boon rector of the Ole brick Church in Isle of Wight County, rt 
is quite likely that Samuol Harty know tha kev. Camm bvofora he we 
to Villfien anc Mary. 

Sauuol Harcy was a coon student of law and covernmouont. 

Only twos cays aftor ho was acnittec vy tho Court of Islo of Wisght 
County to practico las in 1778, tho poople of tho County choso 
him ty reprosont thow in the House of Dologatas. Hv servoa a3 a 
menber of the House of Dolegateas until 1761, whon ho was appeinte 
to the privy council. He lator bocano the Lioutcnant-Govornor of 
Virginia. In 17835, ho was choson as one of the delegates to tho 
Continontal Conyrcess. He sorve. his country in Congross until 
his coath. 

Samuol Hardy was known for his good humor and friundly way 


of dealing with ovoryono. Cftan there were hot argunonts, angry 
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words, and sometimes evon duals were foucht, Lut Samuol Harcy cor 
always calm upset peoplo with his frienculy good huwor. Thomas 
Jofforson saic that Hardy had but one fault - that of boing tso 
@ooc-humured. Many think that it was Harcy's gooc humor taat ko; 
things going uring thosu harc days when our Country was rightin: 
with all of its might to become a froe nation. 

In 1784, whon Cungross adjourned, its membors loft a conm- 
mittoc to act for thom. Samuel Hardy was chusen as Virginia's 
reprosentativo on thia committeso, Lator ho was chescn as tho 
chairman of the committec. This important job for a time gave hin 
the samo powors ane dutics as a president of Congress. Ho cid hi 
bust to holc tho coumittco togother, but it scon went to piccos. 
Hc servod his Country for the last tino while ridinz out to 
Kingsbrid7o, He diod in 1785, after brcaking a blood vessel. Hi 
body was placec in a vault in St. Faul's Church in Now Ysrk City. 
The expenses sf his funeral wore paid by the Stato of Virginia 

Samucl Hardy was such a sreat man that thu State of Virzinik 
nanoc the County vf Hardy, which is now in West Virginia, fer hir 
Harcy District in Islo of Wisht County still bears his name. Ho 
is counted among our createst citizens of carly days. 

MAJOR FRANCIS BOYKIT (__ - 1805) 

Major Boykin served with General Washington in tho north, 
and wags in his army that meworablu wintor at Valley Forgso. He 
was at Yorktown when the British surrondcrec to Washington. Ho 


continuce in sgervico until the thirte.n feclle colonics bocamo a 


recoanizce nation in 1765. 
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“thon puace finally camo, Mo jar Baylin wont back ta private 
life on his own plantaticn. His plantaticn includeu the lend 971 
which our court h:uss now stands. In the year 1800, major Boykin 
pave the lend for the present court house: to. the Commonwealth. 
Ho creetod the first bullcings at his own oxpenso. Hu Jiod in 
18065, leaving his property ts his son, Francis Boykin, Jre 

FRMET WASSALON MORRISON (1841 - 1932) 

Col. Eamot Massalon Morrison was bern at Smithfiold, August 
21, 1841. His parents were both nativea of Islu of Wwisht County. 
Ho narrice Surah Augusta Wilson in March, 1871. They hac four 
chileren: ‘Willis Wilson, Georgo Emuasctt and twin sons, James and 
Eawln. 

Col. slorrison was graduated from the Vireinia Military 
Institute. ‘ihile a student at V. kh. T.; hy was a studont under 
Stonewall Jackson. In the War Botween the States ho comandod tho 


15th Vircinia Infantry, Pickott's Division. Ho waa wouncee anc 


maic prisener at the Battle of Sharpsburg. He was hold at Balti-~ 
more cioht months. Ho was dotainoz aes 2 hostage for sovorcl wooks, 
for tha alleged masgacro of Poderal troops at Fort Pillow. He 

wos acain taken prisoner at the Battle of Sayler's Creck. It is 
gaid that ne fourht in the famous Battles _f tho Boys whon tho V.M.- 
Cadets marched out to New Markot. Ho actually entered the service 
ag 2 socond lieutenant in the Provisicnal army of Va. anc rose 
through all the craces to the rank of colonel. He fought in tho 
Battics of Prazier's Farm, Malvern Hill, Seven rinos, South 
Mountain, Craaptents Gap, Blainc's Crossroads, Fivo Forks, sioge 


oi Petersburg and several skirmishes. 
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Colonol Morrison, following tho teaching prvfussion, was mauc 
the first County Superintondent of Schovls in Islv vf Wieht. Ho 
hele this office for twelve years, 1870 - 1862, during somo of tho 
nareest caya 2f cur Country's life. Ho was at ono timo County 
surveyor. He vied in 1932 and was burice in tho Churchyard of tho 
Ole Brick Church, 

GAVIN RAwLS (1858 - 1922) 

Doctor Gavin Rawls was born at Carrsville, Virginie, on 
hugust 11, 1858. ie attended Richmund Collegs ans. wes graduated 
in wecicine from the lLiccical Colloss of Virginia. Ho bogan prac- 
ticing mecicine ot Carraville in 1876 ana continued until his 
Coath in 1922. He was a meaber of the uccical Seciaty of Virginia. 

In 1886 br. Rawls was appuintoc Supcrintencont of Public 
Schsols in Isle of Wisht County. Ho sorvec in that position as 
Jens as he lived. 

or. Rawls was most active in the Beaver Dam Beptist Church. 
do wos a Geacen, the treasurer and the clerk for wany long yoars. 
He scervod ag the Clerk -f tho Blackwater association, to which all 
tho Baptist Churehss of this County anc sy sime adjoining snes belong 
for many yoars. Ho cvon suppliod as pastor ef Boavor Dam Baptist 
Church onco when his church was without a pastor. 

For a porioc of noarly fifty yoars, Dr. Rawis was proninent 
in the mecical, religioug, ocucational and political activities 


of our Gcunty anc Stats. He hai! four children, two of whom wore 


A octorg. 
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ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
Orcanization of Early County Governnont 
A. Division 
B. First nano 
C. Roasons for changing the naris 


Early Form of Gevornment 


bh. Hodelced upon English plan 
B. Commissioners appointoc 


Early Local Courts anc Thoir Hooting Places 


A. Establishnont of county soat 
B. Tho building of carly courthouses 


Establishmont of County Crurts 


4K. Appointmont of Justicos of tha Peaca 
B. Court days as oarly ouucacional feature 


County Divisions and Eloction of ofricors 


A. Division clections 
B. County officers --how oloctee 
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ISLE OF WIGH'' GOUN ‘TE Wet ee VLA LY deed 


Organization of County Governmont 


In 1634, Isle of wight was organized as one of ‘the first 
eight shires or countiva in Virginia. It was first namoc 
yWarrosquyoake, or as tt is somotimes spolica, darrosqueake, aftor 
tho Incian tribo living in a village on Pagan Crook. Lator in 
1636, bocause of the difficulty of spelling and pronunciation, the 
namo was changod to Islo of Wight. 

Early Form of Governnent 

Thc governmont of the oarly shires of counties was monoled 
upwn that in Enzlan-. Licutenant Cvlonclis wero appointo. and 
commande’ the troops in wars with the Indians. Sheriffs, ser- 
geants, anc nailiffs were cloctoc; anc, until 1691, every freo 
man was ontitlec to veto. Inconturec sorvants, when their torms 
of strvice woro evor, wore allowed to vote also. In 1628-1629, 
commissioners wero appointed ane raquirod to hold monthly mecting 
in tho different shiros or countios, which markec the vocinning 
of county courts. 

Barly Local Courts anc Thoir Looting Placas 

In cach cuunty thore was 4 village or comunity known a3 th 
county seat. In 1662, ovory county was require. to sot up near 
a courthouse, a pillory, 4 yedr of stocks, a whipping post, and 
a cucking stool. 

Near the courthouso was also 4 jail, an inn, ani usually a 
atoro, whore ccous, fuportod in ships -r Hace in Virginia, coulda 


bu Lought for tsbaccy. A church with a eravceyard near by anc a 


a 


hitching post near its vate, could always be found in every cor- 
munity, 23 woll ag the blacksmith's shop. A few scattered homos, 
usually of ono story with on sutside kitenen, were surrounceda vy 
gors.cns anc orchards, and ficlas of tobacce ami grain. Tic stavl 
Harm, ane gqaoke house, os well as the hon hvuse, ecw pen, hog 
pon, anc low cabin sorvants' quarters, were & nocessary part =) AEE 
early life in Iaic of Wight. fon in bluo homespun clothes, 
workec in fiolus anc garcons, anc chilcren player jn the unpavod 
gtreota cf tho villages. 

The old Isls of Wight Courthouse wag at cno time within thc 
vouncary of Southhanpten County. Ib was locatoc noar the Littic 
villace uf Borlin on the le Kollo plantation. 

Sometime during the carly history of the county tho court- 
house wag locates nvar Blackwater bricco. 

One of tho first courthouses in tne county was on the Glicbd 
Fora. It is nt kn-wn just whon it was yuilt, although its site 
ia well marked by heaps of brick-bats in the woos north of the 
for:. This form was Jocatoc auvut two miles wost of Snithfiold. 

The Globe Farm was provices by the cvunty in accordance wi 
a very early law. It is saic to have procuces a very inferior 
rede of tobaces. The last of the ministers who livoc there we: 
buried in 1802. He was tho Rev. Hubbere. Shortly cftorwarcs t. 
Glebs Farm became the “pour House where tho peer lived uncor t. 
earo of the Ovorscor uf the Poor. 

Bir orfor of the Justicss of the Clunty in 1749, the court 


house in Smithficl. was opus: Ting courthouse, clerk's ALTLCS, 


and jail wore brick builcings oroctes at the corner of Main ane 


. Plorec Streots. Across wain Stroot from tho courthouse was 4 


Large vacant lot eallod the "courthouse -roon,'' which, oF court 
days wag fillet with convoyances sf all kinds used in thsao uoys. 
Cc Auctioncers uso! the steps of the jittle brick clork's offices as 


a faverite spot for the hiring of sleavos, the selling of slavos, 
anu vther property. 

In 1800, Major Francis Boykin {ave the lanc upon which tho 
cuurthouss now atands ts tho Commonwealth, ana erectec the first 
[ buildings at hia on CxpensG.e & HYycorTn fire-proof vault was addc 
to tho clork's office in 1892. 

Tne jail, wuilt 4n 1804, was torn cown in 1902 anu a Racor: 
firc-proof structure wag erected. The courthsuse was remodclad 
in 1903 ano again in 1954. 

Establishment vf County Cvurts 

County courts wore sstablishe. carly in sour history. In 
1751, elght Justicos vf the Poace wore appointes. Pour of thasc 
eoulc act ane catpeoso & curt, the slcust in the comission pre- 
gsicing. Tacy wore roquira. to acct monthly. Tho =o orizinali: 
appointee for Islo 2f wight was the first Thurs-ay in oach mont 
but this was lator chanycd to the first Moncey. Tacy continuoee 
to meet on this ca; till the County courts worse aolished by th 


Virginia Constitution of 1902, whon all mattors acjustec ii. 6:0U 


courts wore transferred to the circuit court, which meets on ti 


first Moniays of Warch, Junc, Octebor and Deconmuer. 
Tho County cvurts wore for c leno time an sutstanding 
feature of Virginia. Cvurt u.2ys provided an ocucation for the 


poopie why mut en tho "Courthouse croen", Sinco there wore mo 
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nowspapers and fow post officos, nowa hac to be passed along by 
those better infornec, 

Jucces wors apusinted for tine county courts in 1870. Judgo 
Atzinsin was tho sldcest presieing jucrco in the stato at the fine 
the County Courts were abslished in 1904, 

County Divisisns anc Licctions of Officers 

Isis of Wicht County is civicoc into threo magisterial cis- 
tricts: Windsor, Harcy, and Newport. 

County clections are held every four ycaorgs. Votors cleect 
tho followin: officers: ea suporvisor for cach wasistarial cis- 
trict, a county treasurer, a shoriff, a commonwoalth's attarnoy, 

a commisaioner cf revenuc, anc a county clerk (alectod for a 
pericu of ei eht-soars.) 

The Board of Suporvisors is a law-imakins body with exocutivo 
power anc it is cciposce of tho three supervisors olectoc in tho 
three magisterial districts. algo sclaected in each district ig an 
svoreccr of the puor, “onc a nasistrate. 

fno County Superintendent .f Schosls is appointee by a County 
Schotl Boarc frame list sf eliciblo- men and women furnished tsa 
the Buare by the State Supcrintcncecnt of Instruction. He is 


Op owinecd Tor oo orm ef fur yoans’. 
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THINGS TO REMEMBER 
Islo of Wight was orcanizod as a county in 1654. 


Islo of Wicht County was first nemod Warrosquysako efter 
tho Incian tribe living on Pagan Crook. 


Tho namo was chanzod to Isle of Wight becauss of the witii- 
culty of spollin;, anc pronunciation of tho Indian name 
Yarrosquyocko. 

Who county courts began with the appointment of commissisnor 
in 1628-1629. 


In each county thoro was a village or examunity known as 
the county soct. 

Ono of tho first courthousus in Isle of wicht County was 
built on the Globe Farn. 


tho prosont Isle of Wieht Courthsuse ta built om land given 
by Majer Francis Beykin in 1800. 


Justices of tho Poacs wero appointec in 1751. They actod 
and composod a cvurt, tho slcost in the commission presidine 


Court cays provicea an ecucativn for tho poople. Nows mac t 
bo passod along vy those Lotter informec sinea thore wore 

no newspapers anc only a fow post offices. 

Macgistorial cistricts in Islo of Wight Ccunty aro PEe accep spy 


arcy, and Newport. 
County officcrs are glected avery four yoars. 
Thc Board of Supervisors is 2 lew-inekine boly with oxccutive 
Dowors. 


Thy County Supcrintonecnt af Schocls is appointed by a 
County School Bvare from a list of elibible persons furnishc 
to the Bearc by the Stato Superintendent of Instruction. 

Ho is appointec for a tern of four years. 
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8. 


STUDY «UES TIONS 
jhat veople were entitica to voto in Lalo of Wight County 
pofore 1623? 

What buildings wore required in avery county in 16227 
Dageriba tho a7clal lify of an oarly Islo of Yiicght community. 
Name the locations sf garly Isle of Wight Csurthousos. 
What was tho Glebe Farin roquirec by law in evory county ? 
‘ikon wore juegos avpointod for county courts? 

In what year wore the county ccurts abolished? 

vihat county <fficcrs aro cloctoc by the poople in Islo of 
Vicht? 
How long is the term for which the county clerk is olectod? 


How long is the torm of tho othor county Sri iecrs ? 
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SUCGESTED ACTIVITIES 

Ll. Moke ¢ s¢rapbook containin,; nowspapor clippings concerning 
 Yoth carly anc presont county government in Tsike: of Wient 
County. 

2, Drauatize an carly "Court Day" in Islo of Wight County. 

3. Draw a friczo ccpicting an oarly Isle of wight County Soat. 
Incluce the courthouse, pillsry, stocks, whipoing; post, cuck- 
ing stool, storc, church with grave-yarc near sy, hitching 
post, blacksmith shop, scattore ono-story hones with out- 
gice kitchons, carcens, erchards, fiolcs of toprceo And (eras 
The stabic, barn, smokohousc, hen houso, cow pon, hor Don, 
lor cabin sorvants! quarters. Show men in tluc home-spun 
clothiny, working, in fiolcs anc chil-ren playing in unpavoc 
strects. Show auctivnoers usin; steps of courthsusa as fav 
rite spot for sollin., ane hiring slaves ani for tho sale of 
other property. Also show the types of conveyances used ir 


those uayse 


WORDS TO 1+4ASTER 


warrosquyoake comnmissivcners 

bailiffs pillory convoyancos 
inconturcd hunc spun Mace torisl 
shirca Glcbe elibiblo 


everscer 
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TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUIICATION 


Early Travol 


Roads 

Forrios 

Canal (Plannod) 
Railroads 
Tolcgraph 


Telephone 
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TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

In colonial timos the numerous crooks and rivors that cross 
Islo of Wight County woro usod as highways for both travol am 
trace. Thero wore fow dirt roads and travel across country had to 
be done on horsoback lon; bridlo paths. When a traveler roachod 
& stream he reroly found a vurilge across it, ani he woulc have to 
foot it, or clse swim ~ver in orcer to continuc his jysurncy. Atte 
many yoars more roacs were built anc stage ccaches wero ordored 
from Enjland, 

Tho first roads wore called "corduroy roads" becauge they 
wore so rough. For those treog Wore cut, split ond placod across 
the road. Later Plank roads, wade of hoavy boards nailed to logs 
wore used. Still lator, gravol and rock roads that had a solid 
foundation wero used, 

In tho summor of i919, the lawnekers of Virginia mot in 
spocial scsston to plan fur bottor ronds, Today Islo of Wicsht 
has scveral highways running throuch it, aowons them the National 
Hishwar No. 460, over which the Croyhsund Company has a bus rout 
from Norfolk to Richmonc. There aro two 2thor bus routos 
through the csunty also. onc Gees through Swithfiold and tho 
other through Carrsville, 

Tho carly dirt ruads wore Connected Ly forrios, which wor 
the first moans of transportation across the branchos of the 
Pagan Rivor. ‘These word ownecs by the County, and cach Porson, 
horse, and vchicle was chargec 6 cents toll. ‘hen bricgos 


wore lator built, tho sane chargo was uso, until the County 
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bought the bricges from private companios, and toll was abolishoc. 

At ono timo “lana wore laic for a renal from Blackwater 
River to Paran Creck nvcr Smithficlc. The canal waa never aug, 
duo to the fact that water transportation was being @isplacoc by 
othcor mathcds of transportation. Hewover, Suithfiele continucd 
Lis comtact with the sutsice werli for meny years by boat. 

There arc four railroads that pass throush tho county. The 
Scaboerd Air Line was the first tc be built. It zasses through 
Carrsvillo anc the gsuthorn cna of the Count;. Walle: thd Pall- 
roac waa voin; bulit through Isle of Wisht, slaves wero used as 
Lavorors. 

Tho Norfolk anc Wostorn passes through Wincsor and Zuni. 

Tho Virginia Railrvad was built avsut 1906, and passcs through 
Colosse ond alters. ‘fhe Southern Railroac crussos tho oxtremo 
swor end of the County. 

Thore are several western Union Tolecraph offices in tho 
County anc a local tclephone syrstenu with headquartors at Smith- 
ficl2. This ts the Home Telephono Company;, Cevelopad within five 
yoars from one phlons, that >f tne Gwaltnoy-Bunklcy Peanut Company. 
Tt mow serves all the county. The “ial s,sten will soun be in use, 


23 its now hows is now vein, orector in S$mithfielc. 


EARLY SCHOOLS IN ISLE OF Wicd? COUNI4 

Boys and girls in Isle of Wirht County did not always have 
schools as we have them toduy. Once there were no big buillding3;s 
no school buses to carry children, no basket bail nor football, 
no bands, There were no high schools. 

When the firat white people came across the ocean and settied 
in Virginia at Jamestown, not so far from us, they prought their 
children with them. Soon other children were born in this new land. 
Tho mothers and fathers wanted these children to be able to read 
and write. 

Not long after the settloment at Jamestown, some cf the brave 
peoplo decided to como across thie Jamo3s River ana make homes in 
what wa now know 4s Isle of Wight County. For tho first twenty 
five or more years, these carly white scttlors had to fight with 
the Indians, but as soon ag the whites hac made their homes secure 
from Indian attacks, they gtarted to bring in teachers for their 
poys and girls. 

The oarly farms wero large, anda somctimes the people did not 
jivo close togother as they do today. Tusy did not have tho roads 
wo have. On sone of the largor farms whero thoro were a larga 
number of children, the fomily would bring in a tutor, or a3 Wo 
would say today, a privata teacher. Tn moat cases this teacher 
was amon. Whero the farmus wore smaller, sometimes the familieis 
would get tozothor, anc employ a tutor for tho several familics. 

Youn; people in garly Isls of Wi ht County anjoyed getting 
together and learning how to road and spell. Thoy Liked to be tol 


stories by the teachor, some of thom or the old country. 
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In somo placos, the enileron gathered for tneirc scnool sis “++ 
oxtra building om the faru. Sometines the fanilics would get to- 
sother nd buile a small placo out in a field for the school 
housc. Fields in which no crop wag plantcd wers usgod for these 
school buildings. ‘le read of Nola ficld schools". Very likely 
a ficld which was not gook for planting cotton, tosaccc, oF wheat 
an2 which the farmer did not want to plans became the sito of 
the school house. 

Ags it always nappens, thore woro gone poor peoples in Isle cf 
Wight County, 9goric wig @id nit havo the money to help pay for tho 
teacher. Thoir motnors and fathors wantod thou, too, to Go to 
school. 

Hany of theso childron would not have been able to attend 
school, exeept for the i:ind-hearted mon whe, whon they ciod, loft 
by thoir wiils gome moncy to bo used to taachn the poor ehilcren. 

Onc of these mon in Isle of Wignt was a Captein John Moone. 
Ho lived 2n Pagan River at a placo now called oonofielc. When 
he died, ho left the incoike Prem the saic vf syme cattlo to help 
achool the burs and girls of liowport District. Captain inoone 
diod@ in 1655, just throc hundred yoars ao. Ho was the first man 
in Isle vf Wight County to show such interest in tac oducation of 
the children of bis county. Whon jou grow oleeor, you can read of 
other mon whe, like Captain Moons, loft money for scnools. 

Captain livono livod just acroas the narrow Pagan River from 
whero thore lived, for a timc, 4 Bonjamia Syms. Bonjamin Syms 
moved fron Isle of Wight To Hasapton, end, when he diad, loft money 


to start a froo scnogol thore. Taig wag the first frow school 
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started in Virginia and datog back to 1655, twenty yuaba sees" 
Captain Maond loft money for schooling in Islo ef wight County. 

It is vory Likely that Benjamin Syms anc Ceptain john 
Moone, ¢los0 noignhbers as they wore, had talkoc about the nced 
of gome moncy for teaching boys and Girls of their communitics. 
39 woth of then teft sung in thoir wills for this. 

ylo ao not know exactly tho Location ef the school that wes 
holped by Captain Moone. yo do know that, carly aftor tho sottlo- 
monts in Islo of Wight County, gomo feur schools were being run 
in Hewport District for post chiléeren, 

Other yeli-to-de poople also took an intercat in schocling:s 
In 1753, almost 4 hundrce years after Captain John moono Gied, a 
Urs. Elizabeth Smith, the wicow of Arthur Smith of Siaithfiold, 
loft a sum of moncy to establish a froc scho0l in the Town of 
smithfiold. She even wrote that she wanted the boys anc girls of 
that school to be taught Reading ane iriting, but the boys only 
were to bu taught Arithactic. why, T wonder, did she not want 
the girls to gtucy Arithmetic? 

SCHOOLS UNDER THE CHURCH 

In thoso days, Isle Lf Wight County and our State of Virzinis 
belonged to England. Tho church had charge of the schools. Tea- 
chorg woro provided by tho Church, anc the Llizapeth Suith 
School had to use teachers under the eontrol of the church. 
Tro building which was erected in 1755 for the Elizavoth Snith 
School still stands on Wagon Street in Smithfiela. 

Aftor the American Rovolution, ane aftcr the winning rap i 


sur indopendence from England, our forefathors Agcided it wes 
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bost to have the Seuie ba cone sun cone Se hetn a se 
beth gnith Schowl W-4 taken from tne control of the Church. A 


school continues theres until our modern system of public schools 


FIELD SCHOOLS 

Aftar the Rovolution the nuniber of fits gchools row in 
size. wo Gu not have any record cf how many of these existed in 
Islo of Viight County bcotwoen the two great wars. 

SCHOOLS Il SLi THF LSLD 

We Go have 3.me record of the private gchools that wore in 
the Town of Snithficlc. Dr. Purdie of Spithficla has loft us an 
unpuclisnedc history -f the achovuls in that Town. 

Phe povolse of Scithfield anu the noarby community got to- 
pobher soon after the cnc of tho American Rovolution and dccidedc 
to open a school in che tuwn. Or. Purcie, Lawronco Baker, Willian 
Tatler and Thsias Pierce wore appointca 4 committee to socure a 
tenener for the seho0l. In 1785 9 man oy the name of Gordon, 
fron Seobtlanc, wes employad. Tacn cane the Rev. Honry Burgess to 
tate charge ef tae achuvl. Hr. Burgess hei been a teacher in the 
Dliz2vech Smith Se¢noul before the Aovelution, when the school was 
urt'cr the control sf the Church. He ig recortad to hava beon @ 
yor? 308 toccher and was al3o 4 preacher. In 1799, he joft-Saith; 
fici2 to accept the position 43 principal cf the Millficld Academy. 
This Leademy was for larger boys end girls, ane had bean built by 
tne poopla sf Isle sf Wight one Soubhanston Countics.e It was lo- 
exntac on the roan ify Snithfiele t9 Forusalem(now Courtland, 


in Soutnampten County) sbdout half way vetwoon the two places. 
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Other toachers in the Smithfield School wore & br. Bowdon 
and 2 Me. Shtvulus. Hamilton Shiolds wag teaching in Smithfield 
whon tho War of 1812 breke out, and left his teaching t2 Go 45 
a captain with oa company of Saithficld volunteers to fight in 
tho “ar. 

In 1816, James Mitchell and his sister ran a school in the 
old Boykins Residence. Next cane Martin Dunn, éeseribpcd ag a rec~ 
ont tamigrant from Iroland. dcseph B. Whitchoac also abuut this 
timc hac a school in Smithfield. 

Another Irishman, Simon Patrick Walton, with a company of 
Snitnfiola pavrvuns openod a achool in 1817. The school was 39 
sucecasful that a second teacher had to be added. Two of the as- 
sistants at this school wero jamcs HM. Jordan and Joc] Holleman. 
Jool Holleran later becam. a congrossnen from Smithfiold. 

For sirls only wore the Ock Grove Acucemy and the Finney 
school. Wot only dii cgiris fron Gsithfield attend these schools, 
but girls from other parts uf the county anc those neighboring, 
were sunt to the girls! schools. 

In 1829, the peoplo of Snithfiold, through tho influenco ond 
ur. Vlalten, cstablishca tho Snithficid Acafony. This buitiding 
nlso stands today en Mason Strect in Snithficll, just 2 few hun- 
dre2 feet from the Elizaboth Smith School. 

Mr. Walton was the first principal -f the Smithfield 
Academy. Other principcls were Q. Ae Hocdard, i. We. Day, Jno. S. 
Stubbs, Clayton G. Coloman, Janes m. Carlicx, Goorge R. Atkinson, 


S3amucl Moore and a Mr. Murat of iicw Hampsnhirc. 
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Qutside of Smithfield, the ficold schools wors growing ane L cles 
peopia of tho stato and county wore intorestod in how to maka those 


botter schools. 


TIIE PAUPER SCHOOLS 

Early in the 19th Century, the State of Virginia mado 4 movo 
for free oducation. Tho Virginia Legislaturo of 1818 apnropriated 
a part of the revonuoe of the Literary Funda for tho education if 
povr children. Under the hw, thore was to be appointed in cach 
county anc city of tho State, a local $chovl Board kmown cs the 
Boarc of Schcol Commissioners. hon of these boards were to solect 
the peor chilcren, place them in school and to mako arrangemsonts 
with the teacher a3 tc what was to be charged. This Board of 
School Commissicnors alsv had to make a Vist of weor cntieren in 
tho countiss anc cities, 

Three or four cents a dny was to bo paic by the state through 
the local boards fur toachins these children. Tho cost of books 
and other scaocl materials was to be paic for by other monsy re- 
coived from tnc Stace. 

The schoul cowisaisners cach year had to report the numbor 
of pcer children in the county, how many attended scho-l, and what 
tho books and schvwl stupplios cost, ‘hoy olso hau to make sus- 
sosticns as to how the plan was working and to reccommend improvo~ 
montse 

In 1921 the School Commissioners for Isle of “Nicht County 
were: Joseph Wi. Ballarc, Thowas Smelly, oxun Bley, Parker Ailes 


Josith Blunt, John W. Duck, Joaicn Holloman, Robort Bubtloar, Jacob 


Shue 


A. Duck and Nathaniol wilis. Altovether there: were ben ss Liss 
mon on the Schovl Commissioner School Boarc. Hach of those mon 
roprosented onc of the ton wilitoary cistricta then in sur county. 

In 1827, & State report showod that thare were 150 poor 
children in Islo of Wight County, anc that 50 >of theso wore boing 
gchovlo! at thy vapunsge yf wonvy rocolvsce fron fho atate. If 
thore werc 50 poor children in the schools, wo think that these 
were being taught with other childron whosc parcnts coule afford 
to pay the cost of the school. There were roportod that year 
cichtcen schools in Tale of Wight Ceunty. If we Givice the 50 
children in oightcen slaccs, we wust bcliove that only a fow 
school chilcron in each achool were rateu as poor and that the 
sgtatc paid for the schooling. 

By 1835, the nunber of poor children as reported in tho poor 
consus had incroascda to 350, with 193 being gchoolec at public 
exponse. That year, twenty-nine Isle of Wight schoola wore 
roporteda as havin? ony oF racre pupils enrolled as pyor chileren. 

Four years later, snly twonty-fveur schools waro reported 
enrolling pocr childron. Phat yoar, the Isle of Wight County School 
Commisgicners maco ne repurt as to tho numbor of pour childron in 
the County. 

In 1843, twonty-six schools wore ronortec as having poor 
children enrolled. Tne number of so-callsi pour children had 
@ropped to 15%. 

The Isle of Sight School Commissisnors complained that uncer 
the so-calle) pauper systen sf schncols, many children were growing 


us net being able ty road or write. Sume of the parents of the 


-61- 


children, whilo not being ablo to pay thomsolvas, were too proud 


to be listod as por und would not gund tholir childron ts school. 


The hopo wis oxoreggod that tho Logislature of Virginia would in 
gone way remove some of the cifficultiss. 

Some progress was made in obtaining moro anc more ehildron 
from deve bs» wlxntcon foars Sf ange, who worg unable to pay for 
their schooling, to attend school. In 1945, the Islo of ficht 
Schovl Commissionors reported that sufficient funds were recoived 
that yoar from the State Literary Fund ts care for all children 
why coule bo persuaded to attcne school. The Isle of Wignt 
County school officials wore placing, @ liberal meaning on tho 
word “indigent”, ane wore allowing children of paronts who wero 
not able to pay for thotr childron to cumo to school anyway. 

SCHOOLS DURING THE WAR 

Thon casio the war Batwocn the Status. Isle of Wight County 
and all sthor pleccs in Virginic hac to start over with their 
schovl systons. Many of the tcachers who once taught the boys 
and vsirls of the county nover ca.ic back to the school rooms. Tho 
Literary Fund which had boon guch a holy in ccucating sme Jf 2b 
boys anc sirls was Clnc. 

For soveral yoars aftor thu close of the war, the State of 
Virginia was s military Aistrict. During the war, anc for thesa 


ycars shortly aftor, there wero fow schools. Soamc of the vlad mon 
who could not Go to war became toachers, The people of Isle of 
Wisnt County wanted same kine of school. From tho bogirning of 

the county they had bocn anxivus that somo schovling ve given thoir 


act 4 
rower eate ou 4.08 gars 
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A NEW SYSTEM OF SCHOOLS 

By 1809, fvur years aftor the closo of tho war, O now 
Stato Constitution was written and adopted by the nevplo of 
Virginio. Whon our Statc uecepted this Constitution, it was allow- 
od to come back to the Union, and wo lost our namo ag a military 
cistrict. 

Phe new constitution provided for a system of public 
schools, the sarc sys3tun we have to-day. 

pany people in Virginia did not like the new systom of pub- 
lic schools. Some romonberee that before the war the wore “pauper" 
had boon uscd to describu the achools of that cay, and folt thet 
maybe the now gsyatom wouldc bo like the 2lc. Thon there wore goimG 
poople in Virginia whe thought thoy were bettcr than the avoracc 
porson, and cidntt want their chilcren be associate with the poor 
chilcren. Thore also was a fecling by a few that the oll way of 
the churches runnin; the schools was Yebber than the now way. 
@hoen, of cvursy, there was Jack vf moncy. Our fsrefathisors: hed 
Boon on the losing sino of a ware In this war, tho golectors of 
the North had warched across  2ur State. Foernors had not oon 
aule to raise cotton or other crops. The uioney of the statc, as 
woll ag that of the peoplo, was cone. Thcy had to start over, 
almost like their forefathers had cene when thoy first cane into 
the county. All vf those things workod acainst tha now school 
plan. 

Tho pyople of Isle of ‘\.icht Count; were anxious to start 
sono ind of gehosls. Col. EB. ils weprigon na.) boon anpuintad as 


Superintcndent of Scnools for the County and tock sffice Ocb.<L, 1870 
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THE FIRST SUPER Di TENDENT 

Col. Morrison was Lorn in Snithfiolc on August 21, 1641. 

Ho was a craduate of V. He T. and whilo thoro, Was 4 student uncor 
tho sreat Confodorate goncral, "Stonewall" Jackson. Before the 
outbreak of the War Botweon the States, he had taught in ono of 
tho privato schools in the Town of Snithflold. Ho aiso was at 

one time principal of tho Smithficld Academy. \hon war camc, 

he ontorod tho military service, and roso fron tho rank of sacond 
lioutenant to that of eolcnol. Ho comuanded the 15th Virginia 
Infantry of Gonoral Pickott's Division. 

vinon tho war was ovor in 1865, ho came back to smithficold 
ana stertod again to toach. Ho a1so was & lend survoyor. When 
Isho of wisht Counts, in accordance with tho now constitution, 
Cocided to start a systom of public freo schools, ha wos 36- 
joctee the first County Schcol Suporintendont. 

Col. Morrison hec a bic job to do. He had to seo that threo 
Sistrict schosl wards were erganizold., He also hac to arrange 
for dlacos in which tho new schools could be tausht. Thon, too, 
ho had to find sume money to add to that sunt by the Stato Se Vir 
ginian to pay tha tocchors. Teachers hac to be founc. Bocks for 
the chilcron to stucy hau to bo apprevocd. 

Onc of tho harcoat jobs was to fing acn who would bo on tho 
now school boards, non whe wore tntorestca in the froea gschosls. 
Early in 1870, three district school boards were sot up. Each -f 
theso boards was to lovk after the schools in one of tho three 


school Ciatriets, Newpyrt, Harcy ant windsor. Before tho wer, 
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you remember there were ton of tho school Jistricts, with ons 


byarc of ton mon. 


NEWPORT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

In Newport District, Col. William H. Darden, lr. William 
D. Folk, and Mr. Honry P. Parkor were mombers of tho School 
Board. In Harcy School District, tr. E. P. Womblo, Mr. R. H- Han- 
Golph and Mr. A. He Whitc wore the School Board. In Wincsor 
School District, Mr. Alcxandor H. 4sburnc, Nr. Thowas J- Clemonta, 
and wr. Josso D. Council formoe tho Windsor District Schvol Boarc. 

Sync of these mon ha. veen School Commissioners boforo tha 
war -- Col. Darden, hr. Womblo and hre Cloments all hac been 
School Commissicnors beferc 18C1. hr. Parker declince to serva 
on thu Rewpert Boarc, ane Dr. John H. rurcie was selected in 
his placa. 

Pho Newport Schocl Byard moet ana Jecided te lscate scvon 
schools in that Jistrict. Thrac sf thesu wore to vo at Snith- 
fiolc. Thoro was to be onc for white boys, vno for white mire, 
ant one for Nesrvcs. Other schools wore to be act up at GarroLirs 
Shop (mow Carrollton), one for whitos, onl snc for Weproes. Tho 
other two schools in the District woro to be at Orbit, ono for cach 
ef ths races. 

HARDY 3CHOCL DISTRICT 

The Harcy Schocl Board Jocicec on four schtols. Three of 
these wero to be for wuite chilvren and uno for Negroos. The 
white schovls wore to be at bill Swamp, Burwell's Bay and Pulley'!s 


CL. BSchool ilvusc. Tho one for Hugrees was boo maoe ace Lanwes 
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WINDSOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
In Winesor Schoul District a school was locaton at pucks- 


villo (now waltors}, ane nef Franklin, one near Carravills, ans sno 


at Barber's Cross Reals {now Iniika), and sno in tho Masonic Hall 
at Winesor --all -f these for whito pupils. There was algo sct 


ip a senceh oer reco: Via 2o not know exactly; where this wos, 
but co imsw that one vf the carly Negro scnovls in this district 
wes abwut a mile cast of "SfAL sors 

In the 1871 report, twonty-five schools were roesortes for 
Tsie of tiignt County. Twenty of these schools wero for whitos, 
anc five Vers Tor bee cuolorcde. 

RARLY TOACHERS 

In thoau days, the County Suporintencent had to civo oxami- 
nitions ts poopie wae wanted to teach anu passon their qualifica- 
tions. Sut. Herris-n issuec Certificate No. 1 to Miss A. Me 
Uzzle who wes ascites bo teach in the school at Burwcll's Bay. 
Cthoer enplr teecners were hiss Mollie Darcon, 4 nicce of col. 
Darian, whe bausns ae Khe Elm Grévo Schkscl nocr Orbit. 
O51. Herrisan, om 3Zuncrintendent, alse taueht in tho boys 
qtherh ab Sudtnrseis.. Cole Daraon, Chairman sf the Nowpert 
Oteprim, Soa, rosicned from tac Boar) end accepted a CoslLoLen 
ng toetepur. Tne Rove John ware, pastor of tho Mill Swamp Baptist 
Churca, was the firat public school teacher at the scnool near 
hig cnurtn. Mre warn was very muca intorestca in public evuca- 
tion ani asaiste. Cul. u-rrisor in winnins public raver for tho 

7c senoels. 
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macghrrs wore ilso0 obtained from othor parts of the Stato 


aye ous 
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cai ta ae im ea a . « =, kA pegs ay 


G. Smith camo from Charlcstown, Masa. 
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™ho eorly schools of Isle of Wight County wore only on the 
Slenese ry Rosle Cm? suzicets were all the pusilla had. ‘ness 
gubicubs wiv. Honcing, Writing, hritnnetic and Spelling. ina 
few yoare Gvirmar and Geography wore adced to the subjects. 

Ms orice of scnovl bovks wes vory cheap camparca to those 
you have to Luy te-day. Tho Arithuetic bosks sold from 16¢ for 
to 37¢ for the upper graces sovks. The threo 
cogractios used in tne different credes of the achocl sola for 
352, 73¢ end 12,51.. dhe grammars cost 30¢ for the lowcr book, 


nig; bowl. “ha Spolling Book scii for 12¢. “The 


nrine §° palers ascarcoc ab je¢ for the first reader, and ran up 
to TS¢ for Bre aisth pacer. 

ete A Sa ers te sees Mint renemoer tho mames vf some 
otf these boots, who as Taviest Aritnmotics; Maury's Gootraphics,; 


Bib hin Gr ree ey ee POO US MeGufler's Muadors. Thoeao wera 


. 


tak oS 2 a Se oes eeelipon who wont to [sls at Viele County 
geod \ cS, 
- tap wag the fevorite sulicet. 310 cf the 9519 chijercn 


our;lis shi first yoar stuaioc Saclling. Reacing come next with 


“ 


7O4 sites Saee; ine it. wribing was stucicad by 515; Aritnmatic 
BOR. Qeevrpar S16 anc Guo lraphy caly 2s. 
aftor ton years, tac schesls .f the cyvunty showoc much 


Leone Ocoee Uoogupt:. Morrison. Ho reportec that nearly 
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all cf the teachers tnen ha- blackboards and woro using breve 
Thaso vlackveares in many casos hac toon mace by the tcachers 
themselves. 

Col. Morrison was well-wuites for the peaition of a pioneer 
superintendent of achools. Wo worked harc to make the schocls 
crow, to improve the toachers and the bullzinzs. Ho alse knew that 
the schosls nad to be well received by the puslic. Some of tho 
mon who helped him win favor with the noople fer tha now schools, 
wero the preacher, hir. ware, aircady montisnod; ur. Blexancer 
Aesnsurn of the then Winoscr Board, ang Mr. Ecgar Rawls, 4 member 
of the County Boarc of Supervisors at that time. Gol. Morrison 
roalized that the schovls of Isic of Wicht County coule not bo 
operated for tho four or five cents 2 day sent by the state for 
cach cay pupils attended school. $9 he, with his frionds, appeared 
boforo the Count; Board of Supervisors, an] instructed by the schvol 
boards of tho County, askoc that somo local taxes be levied for 
gchcols. Tho Board of Supervisors orlerea an election by the 
people of the county. By a voto of 31% to 102, the Isle of Wight 
votors, in May of 1871, Gvecided to tax thomsulves for money to 
run the schools. 

Suzerintendscnt Morrison continued his ficht for more school 
funis, in adlition te the heac tax the voters had imposod. Witnin 
a few yoars, the Boart of Supervisors fixe. a tax on property for 
the support of the schools. This tax, for the first yoar, was 


10¢ on a ¥100.00 valuation 3f property, sne pb, action of the Boarc 


of Supervisors, was Jsuvlcs in 1375. 


aeos 


In the first schesl session, the schsols wore run an aver- 
ace of 4.1 montnog. Tho daily average attencancu was 493 of the 
928 children onrellce. 

By 1880, tho caily average attoncance had increasod to 956 
of the 1440 on roll. Superintondent inorrison hac socn both the 
attendance and roll alnost dsubiod. 

Tift SECOND SUPERINTENDENT 

Mr. W. S$. Hollans, a lawyer, born anc living near Wincsor, 
was the second suporintencent of schools uncor the present syston. 
Ho sorved for only ono term  f fcur years. 

Supcrintcndont Holland was interestec in bringing somc 2f tho 
small schools together and in making some two-teacher schocls 
instead of tho small ono-toacher schocls halen prevailec at that 
time. Smithficld, Mill Swamp, Windsor, Carrsville, Great Mill 
and Sycamore Lawn were schools that were maca two-teacher schools. 
Great Mill was near Carrsville, and Sycamore Lawn a faw milos from 
ths present Isto of Sisht Schasi. The roll of ‘the Isle of Wirht 
Schcovls grow to 2394 and the daily attendance to 1285. There wore 
5¢ teachers omaployed and the school term was 7.2 months, 

Evon with the longer school torm anc a larger number of 
fescners, many of the childron still could not road ane write. 
Cnly throa-fifths of tho white chilércen wore reportes as being 
able to reac, anc ono-half ablio te write. It was worse with the 
coloroc childron, with only one-half boing ablo to rcac anc one- 
thire being ably to write, While this; rscard -scoms to ba a bad 
wnt, WE must romenGer that tluring coltgnial tincs, over hall of tho 


mci who ownel rcoal ostate in Isio of Wight coulis not write their 
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nomca and hed to use their marks on logal papors. yig arc S150 


told that only 2ne of ton of the womon of that tlio coule writo 
her nome. 

Superintancent Hullans, Lika Col. Morrison before hin, sav 
“uch improvernent in the Islo of Wisht County Schools. 

THE TUTRD SUPERINTENDENT 
Dr. Gavin Rawls, 4 doctor of Carrsvillc, bocamo the thire 
County Supurintoacent. Hu wags appointcd in 1e8¢, and was super- 
intondent until 1922, altogether thirty-six ycoars. 

Dr. Rawls alav hai to co befera the Buarc of Suporvisors 
for more money to run the schocls. He cia not have much success 
tn this until 1913, when tho tax rate was increased to 35¢ on the 
3190.00 of agsessou valuation. 

In 1900, the roll had jumped to 2497 and the attondance to 
1382. Taore were sixty-six toachers omployed. 

For ths first twenty yoars of their being, the Isle of Wigh' 
Cscnss Schoost s3oerdads Cid not own any property. In 1890, the firs’ 
weoporty vwnc. iy a SChoe t Baarg in the county was repurtod with 
« value of 41,400.00. By 1900 the valuc of property owned was 
Pees ee we, 990.00. Schools were eoneucted in private homes, 
vic nélls, such as bho Kagonic Hall in Wiindscr, end in old school 


cus7g built by patrons on private lana. Suck buildings 4&3 the 


on 


ai Biig2becn. Smith Sehucl ang the ole Smithfield Academy in 
3nithficld anc the Old Pulley Senool House ncar Isle of Wicnt arc 
exanclsa of the king of scfhes] h-uses chilcren in those Cars 

Ab pone 
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Durin=z the perioc from 1900 te 1910 changes were mace in 
the size of the schocls. Instoac of the two-teachor 3choouls 3o0lc 
sf the schsels sccamo larger and tho word "craded” was usod to 
toll abcut these larger schools. 

In 1905, a famsus campaicn known as tho bay Campaisn, tock 
placc in Virzinia. Some of the important mon ane wowen in the 
Statz wantec ali of the schools to be bettor. They also wanted 
high school work cons in the small Virginia schools. 

Tho campaitn was s2 succassful that the Virginia Legislature 
maco it possible to catavlish theso high schools. 

Islo of Wicshkt County pesple were reacy for the new step, 
ani uncer the leadership of Dr. Rawls, many of ths smaller schools 
wero combined anc high sehscl work of two or moro years offerad. 

Smithfislc was ono of the first of the Islo of Wight schools 
to build a new schecl. Hore eight teachors wore employoc and 
217 pupils cnrollec, with the larger children having the advan- 
tags ¢<f a full four-yoar high school cvurse, 

In the 1994-05 scasion the followincg schools in the Ccunty 
word offsoring somo high school work. Wo also give the names of 


Lie’ Beinsipa ds. 


SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Sppohr pele C. M. Farmer 
Tsieocl Vien C. S. Scott 
Wineégor Je Be hioot 
Dardacn KX Roads Octavia kicy 
Carns 11s Mollie H. Chaimors 


a ae 


SCn0OL PRINCIPAL 


Rescua Warion Williams 
Battery Park iiss E. E. Shelton 
Mills Swarip J. W. Crossman 


By 1910, the roll was £640 anc the daily average attoncance 
1568. Tne teacaer3 in number woro not ag many as in POCO, 2ren- 
af econsslidation. Forty-three white schvols wore 
“a5 euaratint in Isle of Wight County in the 1908 report. 
BaRLY CCMSGLIDATION 
Tre oe ea vend Gey Ss Coos nel sgn rotucec to 19. Wine of 
these schools heli nore than three teachers cach, Fiv? were two- 


teccher schocls and there were stili five ono-rovm white teacher 


genocls. Tc nine larccr schools were Isle of Wicht, Saithticle, 
Windsor, Carrsville, iat. Carmel, Mill Swamp, Rusninerc, Rescus ana 
Carrollten. The twe-teachor schouls wore Cumt, Darden X Roads, 
Botosry Park, Cla,tons and Zuni. Gne rocm schovls wora at morarts, 
Longvisyw, Let rene one Line Fine. 

TRAUSYORTING THE CHILDREN 


Sith ta: brincin: together of somo of the sizall schools it 


WA veontrary fu transsurt the chilcron frem the places where 
thir s27c nz schools. As early a3 1908, Superintencen’ Rawls 
hal tartec a gato of transportation sf school chil¢ren. This 


WS vc oF the first transpertation systoms in Virginia. At frirsat, 
wattns gcvorsd with canvas were usec, Tne childran calle! thess 
Wevpse wacens", Lut most of the grown sevplo callod ther Me 
wacons." Tne sinsle wazcn was pulled by one horse sor mule anc 


“arried ton or twelve children ag a lose. Deuvle wagons wero 


pulled by a toam cf horses or mules. Thess carried a load of 
twonty or twenty four childron. Somotimos the wagun routes wore 
as lonc as six milos and required as much as two hours to make 
the trip to school. Vory seldom did tho horses or mules nove 
faster than a walk. [In cole weathor the small children sot very 
colu. Their methors often woulec heat bricks and placo them in 
the waton to hclp keep the little feet warm. ‘VWhen the wagons 
ronens. the sehncol, the children woulda crewd around the stove in 
ticir roor, Ary cae hia ‘toncner would talo- ithe handa st the 2i ttre 
chiltercn and rub tne 3. they would get warm. Sometimas the 
larger beyg wauld set off tim wagons and walk boside them to 


nis way the, cculd kecp warmer than in tho canvas 
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Schocl. 
coverol wazons. It wasn't hard for thom to keep up with the slow- 
woking Heesus that pulltt the wagons. 

21 1919, tho County School Boar. purchased the first motor 
truck tu replece une of the couble wagons. This truck had rubber 
curtains. Thtre wore nu heaters, Tho first tires were of solid 
mi.tev. This way cf ricing to school was not so food as that we 
how> to-day, but the trip could bo made in faster timo and tho 
chilirwn woulc not be on the trip so long as in the covered wa- 
coms. N.. first truck had wuch treuble with tho muddy roads of 
Say ee In winter it weulc bobtle in and out of mudhclos, bdut 
senc los the mud was tvo much, and kind neivhbors hai to come with 
Horsuc. and mules to pull the: truck out .f “the“mud so it cHnl¢ co 
on to school. Sometimos the trucks would set almost to school 
and then be mirol down. Thon tho childron, singing anc laughing, 


would walk on to the school, hoping that by afternoon the truck 
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would be out of the mad anc roacy for then to agtart heme. Grad- 
ually tho school trucks were replacec by scheol buses like those 
we havo now. It may ve thet some of the mothers anc fathers of 


eniicren in our school to-aay can tell of whon they rode the kid 


waccen, or the gchool truck. 


THE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 
“non the new school system began in 1871, arrangements wore 
made t> have a school boare composod of three membvors from each 
gehacl district of the County. In Isle of wicht, we first hac 
three school boards, one for cach of the school districts, Harcy, 


Newport and Windsor. In 1874, the Town of Gmithfield was made a 


school district. These four school boards looked after the gchools 


in their districts. Onco a year, all four would meet together 


and maka out a report for all tha schools of the county. 


The Virginia Legislature in 1922 dic away with cistrict school 


boares and docided that one school board ghould run the schools 
in vecn esunty. This now county school board was to bo composed 
of one member from each of tho schosl districts in the county. 

In Isle of Wight County the first councy school board was 
meds up of Dr. R. Lac Sewar., Chairman from the Nowport 3cheo1 
District;Mr. «. R. Hall of the Hare; District; kr. Jd. HK. Gwaltney 
of the Windsor District; anc Dr. Rea Parker of tho Snithfield 
Pown District. Taree of these mon, Dr. Scware, Mr. Hall anda Dr. 
parker, hac bean on the ole district school Loards. 

4 Few months arter tho new county school beard tusk over, 
o>. Rawls, the county achovol supcrinten ont, Cisus- -Uadersnia 
lonz leacorship, tho schovls hac grown in number anu hat adsted 


e 
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to the subjects thoy wore teaching. A new brick building had 
boen oroctod in Windsor in 1917 anc in Snithficld in 1921. Tho 
now frano bullcing at Islo of Wight also had just been completod 
at the timo of his ccath, 

Tho nuubor of schools in the county was tho hichest in its 
history curing the tinc Dr. Rawls was superintondont. During tho 


sast fiftcen years of his offico, consolidation hal reducod the 


white schools to fourteen, with ton of these schools coing some 


high schovl work. Two f tho high sachocls, the one at Windsor 
anc tho one at Smithficli, hac become aecrudited hich schools. 
THe FOUNTH SUPERINTENDENT 

Dr. Rawls was succooved in 1922 as superintscndont by L. T. 
Hell. This man had boen principal of the Windsor High School 
Since 1913, ani had scen it grow from a two year high school to 
an accredited high school, with over 100 students in high school. 

From 1922 to the prosent day, consolicaticn cf schools has 
6S9ne on. The number cf whito schools has been rowucec to four. 

NEGRO SCHOOLS 

The negrs schovls also have been combined. In 1922, thors 
wero twenty-six of theso smail schools. MYoday there are seven. 
Three of these Nogro schools are very large schools. Tho Training 
High School near Suithfield igs tho only ono of the Necro schools 
doing high school work, and has a roll of alwost 1200 pupils. 
Tho Geurzgio Tyler School at Win@sor is a seven grace elomontary 
scheol with 450 pupils, and the Campt.wn Schsol, just out of 
Franklin and also coin;: clementary werk, has 300 pupils. Tho 
four other colored schosls are made up of Trinity anc Lawnes, 
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both throo-toachor schools, anc Bridger and Carrollton, two- 
toachor gchovla. Isle of Wight County saw tha last of its ono- 
room schools, oithsr for white or colorea pupils, whon tha Gocwins 
Colcred? School was eouncolicated with the Trinity School in 1951. 
ho last onc-room toacher school for whites, that at Kescuo, was 
consolicated with the Smithfiele School in 1938. “hile Roscue 
wes 2 one-teachor schovl, it was houses in a four-roon brick 
vuilsing. | 

In 1925, the roll for all the Isle of \.inht County Schools 
wag 3988, anc the cally avorago a aa 2372. MNinoty-eight 


teachers wore omplcyos in tha schools. 
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ISLE OF WIGHT SCHOOLS IN THE LAST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 
Since 1925, thore has boon a gradual consolidation of tho 
smaller schcols of that date to the four larger white schools of 
1955. This also has been true of the colorcd schools. 
In 1925 the Darcens X Roads two-teacher school was consoli-~ 
Gatod with the Carrsvillea School. In tho same year the Battery 
Pew: School was consolidated with tho Smithficld School. The next 
see the onc-room school at Claytons was brought into the Zunti 
Scensoal. In 1924 alss, the one-room school at Hornos was conss7li- 
datec with the Islo of Wight school. In 192°, all high school 
pupile fron iit. Carmcl, Mili Swamp, Bay Viow and Carrollton woro 
assigned to the Nindsor School for the first namod school end for 
Smithfielc for tha last three named schools. In 1927 the Bay 
View Schovl at Rushinere was complotely consolidated with Smith- 
fielu, anc the Comet School, a two~teashor school, wags consolidatod 
With Smithficlc and Isio of Wight. In 1934, Zuni was consolida- 
ted with Windsor and Mt. Carmel with Carrsville. The Rescue school, 
froaa which tho hish school children hac Leen sent to Smithfiold in 
previcus years, wag conplotoly consolidatc.d with Smithfiold in 
193€. This ended tho consolidation of elementary white schools. 
In 1950, tho high achools at Carravilloe and Islo of Wight wore 
consolivatod with tho Windsor and Smithficlc schools, loaving 
four white olenentary schools in the county with two, ons at 
Windsor and ono at Smithfiold, doing four yuars of high school 
work. 
The evursoés offcree in the high schools have boon improvad 


carouch csonsslidation. Classos in Vocaticnal Agriculture and 
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Hone Economics, a9 woll aga in Businoss Education, havo boon addod. 
Public school music has becowe onc of the gubjects taught and in 


gcori2 of thc senvols bands have boon started. 


IMFROVED TRANSPORTATION 
Lvcnh aumprovemont has teen mace in tho transportation of tho 


chilivt:n bo school. Kid wagons and trucks with heue made bodlaos 


os 


‘hav. been ruplaced by modern school vDusus. This year, forty of 
¥ a ? 


thess are boing usec by tho Isle of Wight schovls to transport 

oye 28C3 chilaren ty school daily. Each school in tho csunty, 
both whites and colcred, has at least ome school Sus serving the 
transpertaticn necds. Last session (1953-54 ) Isle of Wight School 
buses traveled over 370,000 miles at a cost of 15.4¢ a milo. 
Fiftcor yoars aso, in 1839, tho county hal twenty-two buses, which 
traveled 148,000 miles at a cost of 7.2¢ a mile. Fifteon years 
before that in 1924, tho county usec 40 units of transportation, 
some Wacsns, which travolod 77,00C miles at a cost of 9.G¢ a milo. 
You car suc how in a period of thirty torres the transportation 

hoes improved. Tho value of county owned school proporty also has 
shown markec incroeasos, We havo saic that in 1890 the county 
schgol ULoards owned only Yl,400.00 worth of property. In 1900, 
this Mac iden: inercasce to ...4,650.005: in 1910 to -332,245.00; in 
1920 to 4148,895.00; in 1930 to 7£98,0C00.90; in 1940 to $460,000.00; 
anc in 1954 to ¥1,664,330,00. Much sf the new valuo was addod 
as a result of tho 1950 bond issuc, through which Nogro school 


Sessorty wag greatly improvec. That ycar saw the addition to the 
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raining School, tho croetion of the Goorgic Tyler School at 
Windsor, anc the Camptcwn School at Franklin. additions wero alse 
added to the white schovls at Isle of Wight, Snithfioled and Windscr. 
The Nogre schovls also have cone through a proccss of con- 
gulication. To-cay tho Training School coos all of tho high 
sercol work for the evlore’ children. Allens, Carraville, and the 
Wie tertown Senool have beon replaced by the now Canmtown School. 
ialnut Grove, Shiloh, Fairview, Holly Grove, Central will and 
Mitcholls, as woll as Windsor Colored, maks up the new Georgie 
Tylor School near Windsor. Gravel Hill ane Fair Oaks have joined 
to noako the new Lawnos School. Ebenezer, Livy Neck, Mocnfiold, 
WMacoconta, Davis Hall, Sandy Mount, now are 4 part of tho elo- 
moutary departnont of the Training School. Gocwins hag beon 
esmjined witn Trinity. 
The hign school Gnrolimont of the Isle of Wight county Schools 
hes kept pace with the counsvlication. In ths segsion of 1955- 
1954, there was a total vf 855 boys ane girls enrolloc in tho high 
schools and 2 gracuating claaa wf 119. 
In 1915, there wero only 165 pupils in thu County Joling 
hich school work, with many of those in the two-yoar high 
scrisols. 
Isle of Wight County in 1953-1954 onrollec 3719 pupils, 
nae a daily average attendance of 3230 and enzloyod 128 toachers 
and principals. The stato funds were “277,823.00, ane the county 
funds were $294,279.00. This means thet the Stato sent to Isls 


of Wicht County for each day that a chile attended school, 40¢ 
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n day, and the taxpayers of Isle of Wight County put up Sig a day 


for each day that « chile attondcd. This 99¢ a Jay goes as PEym 


ment for the teacher, for fucl and lights, for {nsurance, for 


janitors supplies, for transportation, for payments on buillings 


an. many other things that are naeded to teach the boys and sirls 


5° "si: ef Vight County. 
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CHURCHES OF ISLE CF WIGHT 
Episccpal 

Tho first place of worship, and the ve inning of the Epis- 
copal church in Virginia, wag at Jamcstown. Captain John Smith 
jeseribea it as follows: "We cic hang an awning to three or four 
trees, to sha'e us from the sun; our walls were rails of wood, 
soata were of unnucd trees, till we cut planks; our pulpit a bar 
of wood nailed to two neighboring treos; in four weather wo shiftec 
to en old rotton tent." 

This waa tho colonists first church until thoy built a home- 
ly bullcing like a barn. Later this building was renvdeled. 

Broad windows woro made which would open anc shut. The pulpit 
and pews wero maie of codar. 

Strict laws were made in rogere to church duties. Anyone 
absent from divine service any Sunuay withsut good cxcuso, Was 
finod one pound of tobaceu. If absent a month, he was fined 
fifty pounds. | 

Tho Old Brick Church 

Tho oldost Protestant church on the North Amorican Conti- 
nont is located about five miles from tho tewn of Smithficld. 

It is mown a3 the"Qlid Brick Church", as woll as St. Lukats. I 
is saic to have besn erectod in 1C5e under tho supsrvision of 
Josoph Bridgor, fatuer of Col. Joseph Bricger. 

Tho church 13 built of bricks wace of clay af the very best 

quality and put togothor with a mortar frou a well-burnt oyster 


sholl limo and builJing gsanc. 
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In the rear of the church is tho grave of Lr. ALG ACI 
Galt; who lived anc practiced modicine near tho church for many 
yoars. 

Just back of the church la tho grave cf Rev. Alexandcor Norris, 
who fell from a church wincew, broke his neck and was buried just 
undor th» winccw. 

This church was usoc vory little from the cutbreak of the 
Revolution to about 1830, when 1t was alaost completely abandoncc. 
Its restoration was comploted in 1894, 

There are many cedicatod memorial wincows, in memory of 
fev. Rolert Hunt, Pocahontas, Capt. Jczhn Smith, John Rolfo, Sir 
Waltor Raleigh, Genoral Washington, Robart BE. Lee, Rev. Jamos 
Blair, the first presicent cf Willian and Mary College, anc many 
Local families. 

The old fashisned wine glass pulpit with the gounding board 
stands on the right gice. 

& queen ruadin, cesk of tho perioe of Charics II stands) in 


the chancel and a handsome Holy Teble in memory of Josiah Parkar. 
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Baptist Churchos 
Mili Swemp Baptist Church 

The Baptist people in Virginia, ospecially in Isle of Wight, 
roqucatoc the Daptists in London to sencz svor a minister to help 
organize a Baptist Church in the colony. The London Baptists or- 
deinod Robert Nordin anc Thowas White, and scent thom over to preach 
the Gospol in Islo of Wight and the surrouncing rerions. White 
dicd before reaching the shore, 

Rev. Nordin helpac to ostablish the first Baptist Church 
ever organized in Virsinia in 1714. This was called Burleigh 
Church. Mill Swamp is said to be located on the exact site of 
Burloigh Church, 

Burleigh went out of oxistenee for a period of forty-three 
years. This was due partially to opidemics of sickness that caused 
many families to move to North Carolina ane partially 
to misuncerstandings in tho church. 

Samuel Jones wag the first man to reccive baptism, after 
old Burleish Church wont out wf oxistenec. He provably was tho 
foundccr of Mill Swam, Church. 

Mill Swamp, known 2s the mother of churches of the Baptist 
cenomination in this section, came into oxistence on Julye, 1774 
just two yoars and two cays before the birth of the Amorican 
Repudlic July 4, 1776, 

In 1775, Thomas Cofur aecled to the Baptist Society the 
lana whore Mill Swamp now stands. ost of the varly Baptist 


churches were locate. near a awamp, creek, or a branch ‘scauso 
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Lape ee aac wages for tantizing. 
David Barrow vucame tho first pastor in iv74, ana served 


until 1798. After David Barrow loft, Jessc Holleman was pastor, 


Hes t 


ye 


thon James pancastor. Laneaster prscon. many years hers. 
followed the Cofers, the Jonosos, the Bells, tho Womblos. Such 
names have come iswn from those misty ages to the progent timc. 

Tha churecn began to send out its branches in Soptomber 1774. 
After establishing a church, the members of the church wero re- 
quirol to atton2 cach of the branches four times a yoar, at the 
time of their quarterl) mectings. After a perise of time, theso 
Spanchos became incepencent. 


Tho church has hed four differont builcinsgs. After a fire 


in 1928, the present colenial brick building was built. 
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Mothowist Churches 
Rov. Rubort Williams has the honcr of establishing Metho- 


Nisn in Virtinig. Abs waos: Dern tniEnglone, Yul was very poor ane 
sold hig house to pay for his debts, beforo coming to the new 
world, Ho recotved a lilconso te proach uncer the authority of tho 
regular missionaries in the American fislc from John Wesloy. 

He first preachee in Norfolk, Virginia in 1772. His first 
sermon wa3 at the coor of tho Court Hougo thore. Hoa preached and 
formed iotholist sociotios in the section of ths state south 
of Potersburg, Hobert Williams was said tc have preached the first 
Methodist sermon on Virginia soil, formed the first socioty,- 
printed the first hwthodist book, was the first Methodist to marry 
ana the first to die. 

Francis Asbury lanced in Norfolk in 1775. Ho preached in 
private hcusos, chapyols anc barns in country surroundings, includc- 
ing Isle of Wight. 

The Virginia Conforunce for 1860 was to te held in Norfolk 
but un account of tho smallpox, was held at the home of William 
Blount. 

Benn's Church 

Benn's Liucting House, and the land on which it stands, 
woro willed ty the Mcthsdist Convention by Georse Benn in 1815. 
This is tho mother Church of Methodism in Isle of Wivht. 

wo have vory fcw records cr any wuthotist church, ani Benn'as 
is no oxception. sxccyt four Bishop Asabury's Jveuranl and tho 


will of Govrge bean, ;iving the church urspertr ts the methsdist 


265s 


denomination, thore aro no records, save the most rocent. The 
church was robuilt in 1838, anc again in 1888. Tho presont 
brick structurs was crocted in 1924, It stands in the same 
boautiful grove of oaks, within a fow fect of the old bullding 
which has boon romsvod, This church ts located naar tho Old 
brick Church. 

Benn's Church began to sond cut and form circuits in 
aifferent sections of the state. There ara many difforent 


Methodist churches in the county today. 
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Prosbyterian Churches 


Thore are two boautiful churchos of the Presbytorian 
faith that have bean organized and built in this county within 
the last few yuars, 

Tho Bethany Prosbyterian Church located in Zuni, is a 
lovely brick builcing with a spacious recreation hall. It igs 
the contor of social life, contains an excellent library and is 
Growing rapidly. 

in the fall of 1928, anothor Presbyterian Church was 
openca for sorvicas near Boaz, known as Boaz Presbyterian 
Church, 

Rov. S. K. Emurian, missionary pastor of tho Presbyterian 


Church, cuiced and laid the foundation fot the erection of each 


of these churches, 
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QUAKERS OR FRIENDS 

Tho Quakers hal a large following in Isle of Wight County 
at an carly uate. Thoy had a sizable meeting house in what is 
kmown as "Levy Nock". aAncther Quaker Church wag near Carrsville 
and known ag tho "jchngon mecting House." 

The first caso of persocution cf Quackers was that of William 
Parrott anc “dward Jones about 1065. They wore arrested for having 
a mectine at Parrott's nouse, and were kept for somo timo as pri- 
gonors in tho house of tho Sheriff of Isle of wicht County. 

Onc uf tho most impertant of tho oarly questions demanding 
tho attention of thea quakers was marriage. It soems that from the 
first, marriage was kopt strictly within the socisoty. 

As carly as 16C1, the Quakers hac formed tho English law to 
recognize their form of marriago. The first step was by the 
varties, who dcclare« thoir intention cf zetting marriod at a church 
meeting. Ths women's mcoting thon aypointcd a committce to sce 
4f the woman wag clsoar from any vthor marriago. The mon'gs moo- 
ting cid the samc for tho man. If passoc on, the two wore at 
liberty to marry. 

Frionds were appyintod to attene marriacos as overscers of 
the marriago and see that things woro managed in decency and 
good order. They 2 to bring a repert to the next mosting. 

Guakers wore warnce against costly clothcs and new fash- 
fons. They wore ts have no folds in their coats or any othor 


unnecessary show in their dress. 
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Tho @uakors have boon firm in thoir stand against war. 
fhoir position mot with small respect in any of the colcnica. 
They refused ty train and woro finoc. If thoy refused to pay tho 
fino, it was collectcd by duress or they wore put in jail. 

There is one Quakor Church in this ccunty at Rescue at tho 


progont timc, ana there is ono not many miles from the line in 


the Cuunty of Scuthampton which was onco a part cf Islo of Wight. 
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Aastmblics of God 
The Goneral Council of the Asscmblics of Gol camo into 
existence as the result of a spiritual movemont which be,;an carly 
in the twenticoth coentury and which sproac in a short time to all 
quartorg of the worlda,. 
No ong man 13 cralited with orisin of tho movemont, for 


there arc ovidences of Pentecostal outpourins of the Spirit in 


widely separated placcs almzst at the samc timc. A group known 


as "gift psople" held a Fontocostal Convention in Now England in 
i897. Sarah Smith, latcr a nmissisnary to Ecypt, reported that, 
to hor knowledgss, thera wure forty or fifty whe had bean baptizad 
in the Holy Spirit in 1900 in Tonnossoe,. 

The Assemblica of Goc owes its oxistonce prinarily to an 
outpouring of the Hcly Spirit upon a croup of carnest Christians 
in Topeka, Kansas in 1901. From this revival smell @roups of 
Christian workora scattered throughsut Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas. 

Pine Grovo Assombly of Goa 

In Fobruary, 1929, John PF. Slyc and J. Cdware Garus camo 
from Newport News to Bayviow Mothodist Church at Rushmore for 
two weeks. Rav. Somerville was tho pastor. Ths samo Spring 
a meeting was helc in the Oak Grove Sunday School Buildine near 
the Rev. Jchn W. Ward plantation, an! services woro continued thore 
until 1951, whan a tent was pitched for a campaicn on tho Thomas 
property in Smithfiold. <Aftcr the tent msotin:, the old Comet 


Schosl building was purchased an’ used for serviecs fur a short 
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Christian Church 
A croup of W proachers headed by Rov. Jomes O'Kolly with- 
drew from tho idethsdist Episcopal Conferenco bocause of difforences 
of belief in 1793. Thuy met that year at Reese's Chapol in Char- 
Lotte County, Virzinia, anc agreed to sive time and thought to the 
withdrawal. On Aucust 4, 1794 they met at Lebanon Church, Surry 


County, Vircinia. Action was taken and the new church cemomination 


Tho purpose 2f tac Christian Church was to promote union or 
Christ's followers. In the theological belief the Christians and 
Methodists are alike, Dub tho matter of church government ciffors 
freatly. 

In 1931, tho Christian and tho Congregationatist comomi- 
nation merged anc took the name Conzregaticnal Christian Church. 
The Contregzational Church has boen noted fer its interest in 
aducation anu its missionary 2cal. 

Antioch Christian Church 

Antioch 4s the garliest Christian Church in Iglo of Wight 
County. It was known in the carly days of the conferonce as 
NResublican Chapel", then as “Oid Chapel", sometimes as"@hapel 
Grove!’ and finally as "Antioch". It was Luilt boforo 1700 anJl 
used as an Bpisesdal chapel, until the Revolutionary War. Jb was 
lceated ncar tho site cf the Ole Isle of Wight Court Hvuse near 
the Blackwater Dridse. 


In 1828, the present name of Antiocn appears in tho confeor- 


ence records. It has sent cut soveral ministers among whon ares 
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Pre Te, Ps Darrott, Rov. J, WW, Barrott and Rev. D. P. 


Our first native born whito foroign missionary, 
Antisch 13 tho mother 


House and Viindsor, 


Barrott, 


of Mt. Carmol, Islo of Wicht Court 


It is still a Stren, country church, 
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ORIGIN OF THE TOWNS 


The northoastern Part of Islo of Wizht County ts bordored 


its entire longth by tho Janos River. Smithfiold ts five miles 


from tho James and from that town o main highway runs throurth 


tho county to its scuthwestorn border. Along this route lio most 


of the important towns of tho county. They are Smithfield, 
Windsor, Islo of Wicht anc Walters. ézuni is lecatec noar tho 
Southampton County lino. Rescue, Battery Parl and Carrollton 


aro found near the J2mos River g fow milus south of Smithfield, 


Other towns are hisrcurts Boach, Rushmore anc Benns Church. 


The populaticn of the County ig 14,906. (Takon from tho 


1950 census.) 


SMI THF TLD 
Smithfield is locatec in the northoastern part of the county 
on a hich bank uf the Pagan aiver. This is a navigable stream and 
mato Smithfield the principal port of the county before the build- 
ing of railroacs anc the coming of steam. Smithficic made comtact 
with the neighboring citics and also foreimm ports by boat. Tne 


bi- 6vent of the Jay for the people was the docking of the steam- 


i 


or anc mail boat that brought mail, passengers, visitors and 


freight. The first boats wore tha achtoncrs and later the stcan- 
era. Two ferrics werc built in 1744 and usec to crsss Pecan and 
Crpress Crock. 

Arthur Sith was tho owner of the land on which Smithfield 
ts located and for nim the town was named. It is the largeat 
town in tho county and wag at unc time tne county soat, until 
this was moved to Isle of Wight in 1900. The ule Courthouse still 
atancs at the curnor of wasen and Main Streets. 3 
toectural intorost bocauss wf its rotunca. It now ia being pre+ 
garvec by the A. P. V. Ao, & Suclioty af ladicos who preserve things 
af historical intorowt. 

Smithfield was not made a town until 1752, but for mere than 
a hunired years before that catu, it was quits a settlement, anc 
hac a large trade in rum, bacon, tobacco and sugar. It was at 
one tine tho laryost poanut markot in the Worle. Today Lt 1s 
imcwn all ovar the worla for its hom anc pork procucts. It has 
a multi-million collar industry anc the "Smithficl= Ham" has 


radio Smithfield famous. 
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The town ta oishty miles from Richnend ani twonty milos 
from Nerfolk. In carly timos, the main stagocvach route from 
Richmone to Norfolk passed throush Smithfield, an! fresh relay 
horses cculé bo obtained here. It is written in Georre Washing- 
ten's dlary that he spent the night of October 29, 1729 in 
Smithfiold. Hs left carly tho next mornin; anl ate breakfast at 
Hoz's Islanc, arriving at Williamsburg in time for dinnor. 

The climate of Smithfield is vory pluasant dus to the 
nearness to the Gulf Stream. 

The water comes from artosian wells. 

The populetisn is about 1,13a0 exclucins Pagan Pines. (Taken 


from 1950 census.) 


WINDSOR 

Windsor is tha socond largest town in Islo of Wight County 
ane was known as a farmorts market and school center, tft was the 
site of the famsus Dean's Acauomy which gathered students from all 
cver Tloowatcr Virrinia. 

Windsor hag a beautiful ola English name and was known for 
-4 time as Windsor Staticn, It is locateé on the Norfolk and 
Western Railroad about eight miles from Isle of Wisht Courthouse, 
Windscr hed its becinnine in 1855 anc Wa3 mace a town in 1902, 

It is the most important gtatiscn for mails in the county, 
having a star route and S@vorel rural routes which leavo Windsor 
daily. 


The population is 451, (Taken frum 1950 census.) 


ISLE OF WIGHT COURTHOUSE 

Islo of Wight is the prosent county seat and has beon 
since it was moved from Smithfield in 1800, A fow houses, stores 
and pasolino staticns are sottled near monumant to the Confee- 
rate Suoldior, wnich Stands at the center of a circular grasa plot 
just cutside tho woll that ancloses the county buildings. The 
rocurds cf the county are in fair condition considering thoir ege, 
anc the troublesome times through which they have passod. 

During the Revolution, Mrs. Francis Youns, wife of a clerk, 
buried them to prevent destruction by the raiding Tarleton. Dur-~ 
ing the War Betwecn tho States, they were first hidden in the 


woods, anc thon carriec into other counties for safe keeping. 
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CARRS VILLE 
Carrsvillo pot its namo from the Carr family who lilvuda 
thero. Jt is located on the Soabvoard Airline Railway about thirty 
niles from Portsmouth, near tho Nansomon.d County lino. 
A gmall battle was fought thero during the Civil War. The 
battle Becurre@ near tho aite sr tho “22 school bullv@ing. 
RESCUE 
Roscue is located an the east sice of Jonca’ Croek, near 
the Jamog River. It has a good harbor, making it an idoal lsaca- 
tion fer these whos wish to angacge in oystcrin. ani fishing. 
BATTARY PARK 
Bettery Park is locstad at tho mouth of Pagan Creek. In 
1692, it was mace a custom's port by order of the House of Bur- 
gesses. (Customs arc taxcs paid to the savernment on foods 
brought in from forcimm countries.) 


& large number of people who live thera engage in the oyster 


business. 


2UNI 
Tho Little village of Zuni is lécated on the Aorfolk and 
Western Railroad about Gight miles frim Windsor. It is on tho 
95a poanut market, dua to 


Blac«water Rivor and has become a very 25 


the fact that the Columbia Podnut Co. has a brunch factor; there. 
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OTHER TONS 


Waltors is a small viliago on tho Virginia Roilrone. 


Rushmerc ig luocatod fire milcs nerth of Smithficla near 


tho James River. It is known for many ycars as Forcussonts wharf, 


It was also the hime sf tho Wearrosqueckoa Indians. 


Another early scttlemeat was Bennett's Plantation locateoea 


on the James Hiver, and known to-day as "The Recks.! 


Carrollton anc Benng Church are two Prosporsus cumnunitias 


a fow miles south of Smithriold, 
Morgarts Boach is on the James Rivor, five milog from 


Smithficld, Many residents of Smithficll own summer homes 


there, 
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AGRICULTURE IN {SLE OF WIGHT couUNTyY 

Aoriculturo srovi-ccs a living for «zany pooplo in Islo of 
Wieht County. The climate of the county is mild, with a food 
rainfall. Tho soil is grey, medium to light sandy. This makos 
it pessibla to frew many different crops. Tho uain creps are 
peanuts, corn, cucten, oMin toes ane Poce ergs. 

Tho first crop raiscd by tho carly pioncers was tovacco. 
This crep was crown all through tho Colonial Period. It was used 
as money as late as 1749 avd 1783. bach time a tobnreco crop was 
plantec, a now Pielc was gcloctod. when me more nee Jani was 


availatlo, the cclonists Logan to learn means of roluilding the 


svil. 


In 1822, the first state agricultural society was organized. 


The planters felt that there was a need of a chance in mothod. 
Even before this, date many of tho Yianters had stopped raising 
tobacco and begun otuer crops more suttet to tho county's scil 
and climata. Tne census shows that by 1850 very few pocople were 
raisin; tobvaccs. 

Instoac sf tobacco? more suitavle crops Were Goown. The so 
crops were corn, potatces, peas anc boens. The cary pisnecrs 
first lcarnoe about raising cora from the Inciens. Ciptain John 
Snith srwusht back to Jancstown the first corn when he visited 
tho viarrosqueake Indians to "ct Pood for the starviic cclonists. 
Pac Indians called the corm maizc. Too cileanistsa wire soon to 
learn from tho Incicns how to roise this ersp. Touiy corn 


r.uctisn has crown until it is eunsiterod ons of our leaving 
Lu aan 
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monoy crops. In 1952, Isle of Wight had tho gecond histhest corn 
yiold in Virginia. Undcor tho leadership of tho county agent, 

@ corn raisin; contest was hold with €0 persons taiing gart. In 
this contest the winner procucec 174.357 vushels por acro. 

Isle of Wient has long been justly famous for her "Smith~ 
fiold Hams". Wo dsukt, much of the corn raisead-in thia county is 
used in feedint the hovs an] other livestcck. 

WWe Co not knew much about the carly history .f the peanut. 
It was brousht to this country during tne cays cf the slavo 
raisci succossfully along the James Fiver. Itwas 
mot usec as a money crop until 1870. Befcre this, peanuts wero 
raisecé in gardens and considared as a treat for children when 
parched. Peanuts Lecane a staple crop because tho soil was well 
suited for their growth. Thoy havo baen an impertant crop evor 
sinco. Peanut raising contests have alse been hele in tho county. 
The winnor of the most recent contest pruducec 2,5&5 lbs. per 
acre, with a runner-up of 2,000 lbs. per acre. Isic of Wight is 
one of the largest peanut producing counties in tho United 
States. 

Cotton is of some importance as a mynoy crop. In carlior 
cays ib was one of tho more important crops. The emount of land 
plants. in cotton dcersased due to tha fact that it was mor 
prefitable to raise cthor crops. 

In recent years, the farmers hava verun ts reise cattle for 
market. In aarlior years, many farmers had no ec-ws or only ono 

> two to furnish milk fur the family. Today 2 larpe numbuer of 


a4aers nave smell herds -f beof cattle. 
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In the past soveral years, Islo of Giant Caunty,. under the 
direction of the county agent, has shown a markod propresa CMGI s 7 Kg 
most lincs. The scunt introcucec many pro; rams to heip promote 
intorost in activitios Luilt arvund the farm. Scvon yoars apo, 
for instance, the 4H baby Becf program was started. This was the 
socond such show in castarn Virginia. Beef raising has advanced 
from practically nothing to about 1,000 heac. The objoct of the 
Baby Beef program is to encourage and promote beof production, 
and teach boys and cirls and thoir parents tho {mportanco of 
foedin, anil manapement of boef cattle in this arca. 

The county azont acvises tho activities sf such €roups as 
the Smithficld Dairymon's Association, holpin, them to sslvo 
their problems. Tho watermelon and swcoet potato srowers have 
srgenized for a similar purposo to solve prucuction problems. 
Isle of Wiszht County farmors aro beginnins to grow these precucts 
ag money crops. 

Isieo of Wiicht County has always reted hich in egriculturoe. 


The farmorsa of this county boast that they can raise anythin”. 
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INDUSTRIES OF SMITHFIELD AND VICINITY 

As oarly as 1775, Smithficld was shipping hams to Dormuca 
and the Wiost Indios. This was noarly two hundrod yoars arcs when 
Boston and New York City woro only villages anc the city of 
Washingten not yot thought of. 

Mallory Toda, an Englishman livine in Bermudc, was attracted 
to Smithfield by the exports of meat, brandy, vinoger and tobacco. 
Ho bafan the curin;: of bacon and ham and shipping the same to 
Bermuda and the wast Indies. 

The E. bhi. Tocd Company was tho first meat packing firm in 
Smithfield, followeca by the Gwaltney and Dolk Company. This firm 
was organized in 1868 by Mr. P. D. Gwaltnoy, Sr. and Mr. 0. G. 
Delk, and is the olcest plant in operaticn in Smithfield. It is 
Imown today as the F. D. Gwaltney, Jr. Company. Tre business of 
this firm is carried on by the founcor's threo grandsons - Mr. 
Howarec Gwaltney as presicont, hir. Julius Gwaltney as vico-prosi- 
cunt and mr. Ponbreks Decatur Gwaltney, III, as socrotary and 
troasurer. 

Tho 1,500,000 lbs. of cured Smithfiold hams comprise ton 
por cent of Gwaltnay's annual cork packing tonnasa. It takes 
tho combined offurts of 300 poopls in Smithficle anc a large 
sales orcanization to koo, Gwaltnoy's abreast the job of procluc- 
inn, Cistributing anc worketing Lts products. The firm also solls 
Yacon, fancy sausace, lard, frankfuetera ana Aumerous by-products. 

S$oun aftor the Gwaltney firm was orcanizcd, B. P. Chapman 
an the same work in connection with his csoncral morchancisoe 


"4 


‘uginuss. V. W. Jzyner follcwod hia and fron that time on, 
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othors, in a small way, have ongagod in tho business. The V. Wis 
Joyner Company is now a subsiclary ef Swift anc Company. 

During the acprosston, prico .roblems foresca sono of tho 
gl¢@ firus to drop sut of businoss or te soll out. To rvoric a 
similar disaster, J. C. Sprigg, the enterprisinze ,resicent of the 
Siuithficld Ham and Products Company, has ceovelo..ed a sidzeline of 
sveclalties like Gevilod ham end barbocuec gork which constitute 
a prefitalle backlog. 

The Saithfield Packing Company is the youngest and also the 
larsest lant in operation today. It was orcenizod in 195c. Mr. 
Joso:h William Luter, Sr. served as ,resident of tho com.any. Mr. 
Josoph William Lutcr, Jr. was vice-president and mr. John Martin 
was secretary and traasurer. 

The firm has 600 om _loyees who holp produco, distribute 
anc market its products. Although their most important work is the 
curing of hans, the nwicrous by-products comprise 75 per cent of 
thoir business, Some by-products ara bacon, picnic hams, sausage, 
lard anc frankfurters. 

Thora are now four larpe ilants in the nem anc meat incus< 
try, with an annual output of 400,000 hams alonc, valuadl at 
909,000,060. Tho by-proiucts which are produccc at these plants 
increase tho sales to well over $25,000,000 annually. In 1940 
there vere about 45 people uimloyod in the ham business on 
an all-yoar basis. In 1952 tho industry emsplicyod over 700 people, 


and at ,-resont, thoero arc uver 1,000 people om, luyol on the sane 
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Those industrios are heusod in meotern DSuilcines with 
complete up-to-cato oquipment. Thoy make use of plant 
refrigeration ond ship their products in refrigcrator trucks. 

The han business is by far the larrost intustey in Isle 
ef Wicht County, and to it Smithfield owes Los Increases 


Proarer Leva as LOU. 


-107- 


CAMP MANUFACKURING COMPANY 
INTRODUCTION 

Sixty years ago in tha contor of a Loblolly pino timber 
area, an instituticn tas born. It was founced vy three Camp 
Brothers, Paul PD. Camp, James L. Camp and Revert Jv. Sum". Thage 
fersichtod, enoerc-ctic nen worked together anc prussarsc. Tho 
Camp Manufacturing Scmpany was Incorporated under thy laws of tho 
Commonwealth of Virginia on Novomber 2, 1887. The original 
charter of the company permitted the manufacture cf lumber in all 
of its branches. 

FORESTS 

At an carir cate tho Camp Brothors rcalized the need of 
purchasing vast ancunts of timber land and acquired large holcings 
in the coastal rogions of Virginia and North Carolina. Reforest- 
ation and intellicent forest manafoment has resulted in large yiolds 
of timber. Most of the original crowth of timber has long since 
beon cut, but the Comzany has been running for a fv0c many years 
on peavy stands of second growth timbor. As furthor proof of 
Camps! conservation ,;olicies, some timber lanc haz beon cut over 
three timcs. At vresent, all holdings are growing ocithor pulp- 
wood or saw mill timber. Camp Manufacturins Company is careful 
in the care of thoir timberland anc in the proper harvest cf the 
matura stands. Growing timber is thinnec at various periocs in 
order to promote rapid development. Usually sceca trees aro Icft 
so seeds can be scattorod naturally. Camps! foresters have aided 
joonl farmors in ,lantinz pine seodlinss. In ea fow yoars, cash 


w J to returned from a crop requiring no carc. 


~108- 


- 


From timber to lumber, Campst industry has grown. Modorn 
methods anc machinery havo aide! Cams! legcors in cotting the 
timber to loacinj, zones. Here they are loacou on hoavy cuty 
trailors and carricd to the mill. Camps! lumver mill has a pres- 
ent anmmial ctpacity of 50,000,000 vLoard fect of pino juniper and 
hardwoous. 


SAW MILL 


handlin.: the saw loys. Those logs are delivered uy rail or truck 
ond LiZsued ts the loz deck by cranes. ‘hoy ncxt enter the now 
log barker. This new device is tho first to Qo usocd in the United 
Statcs. Romevinz the bark from the logs by this advanced method 
sepnratcs the bark fro fuel and helps prevent waste. The saving 
in this new method provides additional pulpwooc equal to the 
annual srowth of abcut 50,000 acros of ine timber ae 

Conveyors chains carry the clean logs from the barker fo: t.ho 
luc carriage, where band saws cut lumvor into the dosirod size. 
Aa each board fa cut from the log, it 13 conveyed to the rasaw on 
live riilorsa ané on to tho odger and trinmer. Tho trimmor saws 
cut the boares into standard lencths. They are sorted and aredecs 
The pin. is sent on to the steam heated ary kilns. The hardwoscs 
ant cynross are stick »ilel anc ecarric.. to tne yards to be air 
dried. The dry Kilns aro larga onoush t5 hele a Jays output of 
the saw mill and to insure proporly drioc, well-scagonea lumbor 


for tho major markots of tho East. 
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PLANING MILL 

Tho planing mill takes the upper gracos cf lumber anc cresses 
it into finished flsoring, case and base moulding. Camps' planing 
mill is equipped with the latest improvec dressing and milling 
equipment to handle the finishing of practically all lumber 
builcing materials. Licensed inspectors grace each board and mark 
ibs grace at one end. Each operation in this modern mill uses 
the very latest in mechanical equipment, gasoline yard engines, 
stradcle carriers, lift trucks, steam hoatod dry kilns, crading 
chairs, elcsers and band saws, 

COMBINING OF LUMBER MILL saND KRAFT PAPER 

Une of the most interosting facts is the combining of the 
lumbor will anc the Kraft paper operation. It eliminates all 
waste. Thore is a conveyor 1,000 feet in lengta that goes from 
the lunsor mill to the paper division. It carrics sawmill waste 
to bo used for fuol in tho central powo plant. Another Large 
conveyor carries chins to a storage bin whore they arg used as 
part cf tho pulpwood supplr. 

KRAFT PAPER 

In the Last 35 years Kraft Pulp and Papor has attained a 
place cmongz the leading industrios in tho Unitec States. There 
fs a large supply of the Svuthern pine for pulpwood in tiie aroa. 
The South is new the country's groatost Kraft pulp and raper pro- 
. Gucing aroa. Tho Kraft Pulp anc Paser Mill of Camo Manufacturing 
Company was srmanizod as a separate paper mill callec Chesapeake- 
Camp Corporation in 1938. Camp Manufacturinz Company supplied 
2 large portion of tho pulpwood from timber "tons" and loss not 
sujtod for the manufactnre of Tumbar. Gamp oawnan tho majority 


of the stock. In 1944 this company was morged with Camp 


Manufacturing Company. 

fho Paper Division makos tho highest graucs of Kraft 
paper. With its oxpert men and the vory latost machinory, Camps 
soon cainod tho reputaticn for quality »rocuction of Kraft paper. 
If we should visit the Paper Division sur first stcp would bo 
tho woos yard. ero wo find large supplies of logs roacy for the 
barkin, drum. The bark is knocked from the logs and water runs 
at high pressuro sprays over tho logs to wash away tho cirt. From 
the barking drums, a conveyor carrios the pulpwooc to the chippor. 
Tho logs are rocuced to chips. Thoso are stored in large bins, 
and then to tho digastors, in which they are cooked for savoral 
hours in an alkalino solution under pressure, at a nigh tempersa- 
ture. Avser the cocking, cullulose fibers aro left. Turpentine 
is 2133 cctten from the chip during tho cocking procoss, and sent 
throve- : snascial vont, concensed anc thon zumpol to the chemical 
division. After the cookinz, the clean csulp G05 sn screens, 
where al? the knots and uncooked woud are soparated from the pure 
fibors., This pulp stock is then put in stcracso chests. From these 
chests, the stuck is pumped in Jordans. Theso Jordans are made 
with steel knives for preparing paper of the dasirec physical 
qualitics. This process makes the pulp more pliable anu uniforn, 
dust.ucrere the formation of tho Kraft shoet on the paper machine. 

Tho pulp is pumpod into frames on screcns, where most of 
the watcr is taken cut. The paper {203 .ver the rollers at varicd 
spoels from 200 to 1,300 fect por minute. 


When the wod payer leaves tho wirc, it is transforre) tp 2 
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woolen blanket, whero the water is soakec up and removed by 
vacuum. The to, roll is made of rubber, anc the bottom roll is 
a suction press roll which ¢craws tho wator from tho shect. 


Tho -apor is then carried through the ¢ryer section. The 


paper gocs in the crycr system with 70 por cont moisture, and come, 


out with G cr 7 por cont. For the final finish, the paper ig run 
ovor chilled, cast-iron rolls which operate together or inde- 
pendentiy for varin, finishes. Finished paper comes from tho 
machine at tho rata of 1,200 foot por minute. The jumbo rolls 
are about 200 inchos wide. These large rclls aro cut up into 
aiffcrent widths and rewound for commercial use. 

THE CHEMICAL DIVISION 

Tho Chemical Division saves material formerly wasted. The 
stints fluid called Linling material is cocked in an alkaline 
ecsiutton under hi-h pressure and heat. This is skimmec anc 
refine: sy tho Chomical Division and madc into Tall Oil. Tur- 
penting anc fall O41] aro the main procucts of this division. 

Tro estcraze tanks aro checked ofton by tne chomists to insuro 
Nauality Standcares," for which Camp is noted. 

In all divisions of Camp Manufacturing Company from the 
fersct to finished paper products anc procucts of tho Chemical 
Mivizticn thero is very littlo wasto in wzaterial. Tao company is 
sutctonding for its modarn machinery and cood working conditions 


ani is noted for fino quality products. 
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EWD-PRODUCTS OF THE 
CAMP HANUPACTURING COMPANY 
LUL.BER DIVISION 


Kiln Dried Southern Pine 
flooring, finish, mouldine 
partition 

Ticdowaber Rec Cypross 

Decp Swamp Harcwoods 

End matched oak flooring 


CHEMICAL DIVISION 


Cruce Tall ofl 
Rofinel Tall vil 
Svap 

aint 
Turpentine 
Lincleunm 
Gruagseg 

Folishes 
Rubber 
Asphalt Emulsions 
Synthetic Resins 
é4nimal Dips 


PA.PER PRODUCTS 


xraft paper 
wrured Papor 
“autratec paper 
PacOT ror prper 
Sunmocd tapo 

riat Weaving tape 
feuft Envolopos 
“aaSi-wall bars 
VIP cond 

saming, cord 

wskK covers 
Gavbaje Dispssal bags 
Se atory eacg 
Counter rolls 
hiailiny: wrappers 
Vonser Taupo 

Box stays 

Tire wratis 
Louncry wrevs 
File Paicers 


maaqgin 
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Hand towola 

Waxed wars 

Waxca2 papor 

Wincow shacas 

Lucker paper Lacs 

Wet strength paper bara 
Can bass 

Can liners 

Papcr cones 


PLASTICS (DECORATIVE AND INDUSTRIAL) 


Ash Trays 

Tablo Tops 
Furniture 
Refrigerator panels 
racio Cabinots 
Gears 

Tuving 

Piss ccnes 

Gaskots 

Floor coverings 


MARKT AREA OF CAMP MANUE..CTURING COMPANY 


Beeston 

New York 
Poiladclpnia 
Baltinors 
Pittsvurch 
Atlanta 
Cleveland 
Detroit 
Cincinnati 
Chicara 
hienrhis 
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